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EVERAL years ago, while connected 
S with a Western detective agency, I 
Was summoned one day to the oftice 
of the superintendent and assigned a case 
which, however it might terminate, would 
require the steadiest nerves, the coolest 
head, and would be fraught with constant 
danger. 

If possible I was to bring C 
to justice a noted desper- i 
ado, Cal Regan, for sup- 
yosed complicity in the 
haakie of the Fourth Na- 
tional Bank of St. Louis, 
which had been burglarized 
some weeks before, and 
something like $90,000 in 
bonds and money stolen. 
The method of procedure 
by the thieves was identi- 
cal with that of a former 
break in which Regan was 
implicated, and for which 
he served part of his time, 
dodging the rest by making 
his escape. 

That he was still in the 
country had been proven 
beyona a doubt, and I, 
having had considerable 
experience in the mining 
districts, was to go through 
that region in search of 
him. 

I knew the man both by 
sight and reputation, and 
knew that he would not 
stop at murder in order to 
carry out his plans. He 
had an indelible scar over 
his left eye, by which I 
hoped to recognize him. 

My preparations were 
soon made, and within a 
week I was in the mines. 
I spent some months in go- 
ing from one to another, until I was about 
ready to believe that he had left the coun- 
try, when I chanced to bring up in the 
lace for which I had long been seeking. 

t Was a typical mining city of about 500 
souls, in which I found myself, situated 
close under the frowning heights of the 
Sierras. Wild, rocky and picturesque 
were the surroundings and vithal, a grew- 
some place, 

The euphonious name of this mushroo.n 
settlement was ‘‘ Black Rock Gulch,” and 








it was rightly named. Its principal hotel 
or drinking place was a two-story, log and 
board structure, called ‘‘Tyler’s Rest.” 
It occupied a square in the centre of the 
place, while other resorts of lesser preten- 
sions lined the main street. Here the 
miners congregated evenings and drank 
the liquid poison furnished by the proprie- 
tor, and gambled away their hai ce cea 


gold. The majority did this, not all. 
It was in this city and at ‘‘'Tyler’s 
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Rest” that I discovered Cal Regan, and 
immediately assuring myself that he was 
in the place to stay, laid my plans accord- 
ingly. 

For several weeks I worked(?) a *‘elaim,” 
apparently taking notice of nothing, ocea- 
sionally losing a little money at the 
“Rest,” but really getting acquainted 
with the surroundings. 

I considered myself to be a pretty good 
judge of human nature and before many 
days had passed I had decided upon the 





man who should assist me. His name was 
Shelby, a miner who had been some time 
in the place, and a man with a frank, 
open face. He was a Virginian by birth, 
and I found him to be strictly honest. By 
gradually drawing him out in conversa- 
tion, | learned the exact location of Re- 
gan’s cabin; that he had two companions 
who worked his claim with him; that all 
three were thoroughly disliked by every- 
one in the place, and that they had been 
suspected of stealing gold 
from the sluice pans of 
other miners. 

Satisfying myself that I 
could trust Shelby, I told 
him of my position, and 
he at once declared his wil 
lingness to assist me. 

My object was to visit 
the cabin oceupied by Re 
gan and his companions, 
and to do this I must know 
that the occupants were 
“not at home.” 

To Shelby I assigned the 
task of entertaining the 
trio at the ‘‘ Rest,” and the 
night was decided upon. 
He was to engage with 
them in gambling, and was 
to lose all he could in order 
to keep them interested. 
The evening selected was 
an auspicious one, being 
dark and rainy, and the 
gang were only too glad to 
indulge in their favorite 
pastime. I did not venture 
inside the ‘ Rest” that 
‘evening, but through the 
open windows I could see 
Shelby endeavoring to lose 
his gold as rapidly as pos- 
sible. Seeing my way clear 
at last, through his assist- 
ance, | took my dark lan- 
tern and revolver, and 
climbed the rough pathway 
that led to the object of my 
search. After a tedious journey of a half 
hour, over the winding, rocky trail, I 
reached the place. The house was built 
ona sort of natural shelf, the rear wall 
formed by the perpendicular face of the 
rock, and was simply a log hut. It was 
isolated from the general group of cabins, 
and was constructed in a more substantial 
manner than any others I had seen. 

Stealthily I approached it not knowing 
who might be lurking near. Around the 
three sides I went, carefully listening, 
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until I was satisfied that I was alone. I 
then cautiously tried the door, but it re- 
sisted my efforts. 1 might have expected 
that. One of the two windows was also se- 
curely fastened, but the second was more 
easily manipulated. An attempt had been 
made to fasten this one, and it was some 
fime before I could slide it aside sufficient- 
ly to admit my body. Having succeeded, I 
grasped my revolver and sprang inside. 
Closing the window, over which was a 
huge shutter, I struck a match, lighted 
my dark-lantern and commenced my in- 
vestigation. The cabin presented the 
same internal appearance as did all on 
the hill; a fire-place, rude table and 
chairs, camp utensils, an axe, minin 
and other instruments. These I Pinneed 
over hurriedly. So far everything was all 
right, and the innocent look which the 
cabin had led me to suspect that there 
must be something beyond. No door led 
into the rocky bank; but one was visible 
and that I knew led to the path down the 
mountain side. Determining in my mind 
that a secret exit to some other cabin or 
caye existed, I redoubled my efforts. 
Again and again I went around that 
room, seeking something that would sus- 
tain my idea. 

Finally when everything else failed 
and my theories were exhausted I turned 
my attention to the fire-place, which was 
located in one corner of the room and 
seemed to be set in from the wall of the 
cabin. It struck me as being peculiar in 
its construction, and looked unusually 
small for so large a building. I had hit 
it at last. Bending a trifle I stepped in- 
side among the ashes and sounding the 
sides found that the stone constituting its 
left wall, was movable. I threw my en- 
tire weight a gst it and it moved slowly 
backward. It fitted the position per- 
fectly and seemed to move away as if on 
rollers. It was a cleverly arranged 
scheme, but one worthy of such a man as 
Regan. Flashing my lantern into the 
darkness I saw beneath where the stone 
had rested, an opening about two feet 
square, and by getting on my knees I saw 
a ladder leading to what I took to be an 
underground room. 

I examined the entrance carefully, to 
avoid any trap which might be laid, and 
decided that [ could, without incurring 
additional danger, investigate the realms 
below. Bracing back the swing door 
with the axe, I clambered down. I was 
in a small, irregular room about eight 
feet square and just high enough to allow 
one to stand, being hewn out of the rock ; 
partly natural and partly artificial. 1 
found the dip of the rock to be such as 
would admit of the excavation with but 
little trouble. It was not under the 
house—it was back of it, and the roof 
was of the same rocky nature. It took 
me but an instant to satisfy myself that 
I had found what I sought. A full com- 
plement of counterfeiter’s tools was be- 
fore me. Everything used in the art. A 
small furnace stood in one corner while 
on a bench near by lay the stamps, dies 
and other paraphernalia which completed 
the outfit. 

I had seen enough, and I felt that to 
stay longer would perhaps jeopardize my 
life as the hour was growing late, and 
Regan and his companions might return 
at any time. 

Ascending the ladder, I removed the 
axe, extinguished my dark-lantern, and 
again opened the window. Silently I 
leaned out and peered into the darkness. 
Seeing no one and hearing no sound I 
drew myself from the cabin. 

I turned to close the window and as I 
did so I stood transfixed. Within six feet 


of me, at the corner of the house stood 
the form of a man, with his revolver 
levelled squarely upon me. How plainly | 
saw him as he stood there boldly out- 
lined against the sky! 

have been in some pretty tight 
places, but I never felt so thoroughly 
overcome with fear as I did at that in- 
stant. And why should 1? It was my 
life. Had life itself depended upon m 
moving I could not have even breathed. 
The strain of the entire night, together 
with the weirdness of the scene, com- 
pletely unnerved me. It was only for an 
instant, however, and as rapidly as my 
self-confidence had deserted me, just as 
rapidly did it return. Like lightning I 
threw up my revolver and fired. There 
must have been a simultaneous report, 
which blending into that made by my re- 
volver, echoed and re-echoed among the 
hills, for I felt a sharp twinge in my left 
arm near the shoulder and I knew that I 
had been hit. Then came the rushing of 
a body through the air and I felt myself 
borne backward by some unknown power. 
To resist was impossible, but there is a 
limit to everything. While I was striy- 
ing to regain my scattered senses there 
came a shock, and my shoulders struck 
squarely against the rocky ledge with 
such force as to throw my revolver from 
my hand and almost drive my life from 
my body. I felt human hands tearing 
at my throat, and a voice hissed in my 


‘No one sneaks around this cabin and 
gets away alive. Them’s the orders and 
they have always been carried out.” 

Naturally one would think those words 
would have added to my already flagging 
zeal, but as I recognized my assailant by 
his voice to be Regan, I knew it was to be 
a struggle for the life of one, and wrench- 
ing his hand from my throat I closed with 
him with a grim determination that in a 
struggle of man to man I would hold my 
own. 

Up and down, over and over, exerting 
every muscle to gain a possible advan- 
tage, around the slippery plateau, we 
fought, each striving for the mastery. 
Our breaths came spasmodically and our 
tense sinews stood out like whipcords. 
Regan’s aim was to grapple me by the 
throat, while mine was to throw him 
heavily on the rocks, and, taking advan- 
tage of his momentary insensibility, 
either kill him or hold him at bay with 
my revolver. 

My revolver? Where was it? Some- 
where on the cliff. I was weaponless, 
and must depend upon my strength to 
conquer. Struggle as I might, I soon 
discovered my left arm fast becoming 
useless. I could scarcely move it from 
my side, and in an encounter of this 
character it was strength that was to 
count. In my condition it became evi- 
dent to me that my opponent gained per- 
ceptibly in his endeavors to grasp my 
throat. I could not avoid it, and de- 
cided to make one more effort to throw 
him from the cliff. Relaxing a trifle the 
brace which I held with my feet, I 
stepped suddenly to one side. He came 
towards me with a quick lurch, momen- 
tarily losing his balance. It was this of 
of which I took advantage. Seizing him 
around the waist, by a mighty effort I 
threw him from me with a force that 
must have rendered him insensible had he 
fallen. But fate seemed against me, 
for as I threw him my ankle turned on a 
loose stone, and we pitched headlong to- 
gether. My useless left arm fell under 
me and before I could extricate myself, 
we were once more locked in that em- 
brace which meant death. 





Again he sought my throat, and again 
I beat him off. Slowly he regained his 
vantage ground and I felt his iron fingers 
closing about my neck. Was he to over- 
come me when | had so nearly succeeded 
in my mission? In that instant when all 
seemed lost, my past life centered in one 
thought. Visions of home and dear ones 
filled my reeling brain. It was plain 
that his was to be the victory. I was 
powerless. I felt my eyes starting from 
their sockets; my head swam; my veins 
seemed bursting. I was strangling! My 
right hand fell helplessly to the ground 
and I gave myself up to Him who had 
created me. Was it that Divine Provi- 
dence that prompted me to let my hand 
fall at that time, before the last feeble 
spark of my life had exhausted itself? 
It fell, and as it did I felt my revolver in 
my grasp. Concentrating every flutter- 
ing nerve in the act I partially raised the 
revolver and fired. The effort was too 
great and as the explosion took place I 
fainted. 2 

When I recovered consciousness I was 
lying on a table in “‘ Tyler’s Rest,” and 
around me was gathered a group of 
miners all watching with bated breath, 
to catch the first sign of returning life, 
while Shelby was bathing my head with 
water. 

“And Regan ?” I asked, faintly. 

“Dead,” replied my friend, “ it was a 
close call for you but you managed to 
wing him.” 

How came I there? How long had I 
lain on the cliff before I was discovered ? 
What had become of Regan’s compan- 
ions ? were questions which passed through 
my mind in rapid succession. I attempted 
to speak again but was not allowed 
to do so, but was at once put in the best 
room in the ‘*‘ Rest”? and given the benefit 
of what rude surgical skill could be com- 
manded at the gulch. My left arm was 
dressed, the bullet from Regan’s revolver 
having passed through it, just grazing 
the bone, and under the influence of 
opiates I sank into a deep slumber. 

The next day, although I was still 
weak, Shelby narrated the part of the 
story of which I had not been a witness, 

He had kept the men engaged until 
Regan, becoming dissatisfied had left the 
house. Between the two situations, with 
two of the gang with him and one away 
he hardly knew what course to pursue. 
It took him but a short time to decide, 
however, and leaving the table he went 
out. Finding two of his friends whom 
he felt confident he could trust, he rapidly 
told them the story. The three miners 
immediately re-entered the house and 
covering the men at the table with their 
revolvers, ordered them to “throw up 
their hands.” They were quickly bound, 
and turned over to other miners, then 
with a rush Shelby and his friends sprang 
from the house and up the mountain 
side. They heard my revolver, and 
shortly after found us together, Regan’s 
fingers still clutching my throat, but with 
a relaxed grasp. I had shot him through 
the heart and it seems he never moved 
from the position he held when I fired. 
We were taken to the ‘‘ Rest,” where the 
miners were told the circumstances, and 
the two men were kept under a strong 
guard. : 

When I was able to be about, the cabin 
was razed to the ground, and in the den 
below was found not only the entire out- 
fit of the band, which I had already dis- 
covered, but the bonds and some of the 
money stolen from the bank, together 
with a large amount of base coin. 

Regan was buried, and the two other 
outlaws turned over to the authorities, 


convicted, and each is now serving his 
sentence for complicity in the bank rob- 
bery and for counterfeiting. 

Shelby received a liberal reward for 
the part he had taken in running down 
the robbers, but he still remained at the 
mines and was the hero of the gulch for a 
long time. I have seen him several times 
since that time and we never fail in re- 
hearsing the yarn, until it seems no 
longer ago that hd ae 8 

As for myself I left the service after 
seeing the two prisoners behind the bars, 
since which time I have had much to do 
with criminals, but not in the role of a 
detective. GG. DAK 





oe 
The Riverside Library, 


There are books and books, and there 
are publishers and publishers. The im- 
print of Houghton, Mifflin & Co. has 
never yet been found upon worthless 
books, nor will it be. <A recent series, 
only a few numbers of which have been 
issued as yet, is entitled ‘‘The River- 
side Library for Young People.” The 
books of this series are designed espe- 
cially for boys and girls who are laying 
the foundation of private hbraries; both 
the authors and the subjects indicate 
that they will be books to last,and not in 
any sense books to be read hastily and 
quickly forgotten. 

History, biography, travel, mechan- 
ics, natural history, adventures, and kin- 
dred subjects will constitute the sub- 
jects to be principally considered, but 
the publishers do not propose to confine 
themselves exclusively to these lines. 
Fiction will not be excluded,but will not 
form a main feature of the series, as the 
publishers state that they believe the 
class which they aim particularly to 
reach ‘“‘ are to be interested in any hon- 
est, clear, and straightforward presenta- 
tion of interesting facts, and do not need 
instruction to be like a_ sugar-coated 
pill.” 

The books are to be uniform in size, 
about 4 1-2x7 inches, each containing 
from 200 to 250 pages. The price is sev- 
enty-five cents each. They may be or- 
dered by mail of the publishers, Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., Boston or New York; 
or they can be had through the purchas- 
ing department of this paper. 

The first of the series is ‘‘ The War of 
Independence,” the author being John 
Fiske.’ The average school-boy or girl 
has some more or less distinct idea of 
the ‘‘ Revolutionary War,” the causes 
which led up to it, the course of the 
conflict, and the results; but we warrent 
that the careful reading of this little 
book will put more fresh ideas and real 
knowledge into the head of the reader 
than an entire term’s work with the 
ordinary school history. Prof. Fiske 
deals much with ‘‘ cause and effect,” and 
this fact alone adds interest to the narra- 
tive, for where is the person, young or 
old, who does not like to say, Why? 
The class in American History in every 
school should be provided with this book, 
for reference if nothing more. 

“Geo. Washington; an Historical 
Biography,” by Horace E. Scudder, is the 
second of the series. Glimpses of the 
superb generalship of Washington flash 
out to us here and there from the pages 
of ‘‘The War of Independence,” and it 
is fitting that so interesting a number 
one should be followed by an equally 
instructive number two. This book 
from first page to last is a faithful biov- 
raphy, a loving tribute to the memory of 





the man who was “ first in war, first in 
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peace, and first in the hearts of his fel- 
low-citizens.” A careful study of the 
life and services of Washington will do 
much to strengthen and upbuild the 
character of the ‘‘rising generation.” 
Biographies there are in plenty, but 
none, to our knowledge, so satisfactory as 
this. Certainly no other author has 
given in so compact a form such a full 
and reliable sketch of the life of the 
** Father of his Country.” 

“Birds through an Opera-Glass,” by 
Florence A. Merriam, is the third of this 
series. History and biography are drop- 
ped for the time, and the reader is led 
into the woods and fields, and, under the 
skillful tutelage of a most careful ob- 
server, becomes a sharer in the secrets 
which the birds tell only to their tried 
friends. Some of the sketches are 
charming, and the descriptions of the 
different species are accurate, although 
in a few instances not sufficiently mi- 
nute. The book cannot fail to prove of 
interest to every bird-lover,and we hope 
“Plain Talk’? has no readers who are 
not bird-lovers. In a later issue we shall 
quote briefly from this book. 

Number four is ‘‘Up and Down the 
Brooks,” by Mary E. Bamford, and al- 
though based upon observations made in 
California, will serve as a manual and 
text-book for ‘‘ brook-hunters.” both 
east and west. In days now fast fading 
into the dim past it was our favorite 
pastime to hie away with tinpail to the 
bank of the ‘‘ pasture brook,” and there, 
with straw hat for dredge, seek for the 
strange inhabitants of the water world. 
How much would we not have given for 
some book in the line of the present one! 
What an inspiration it would have been! 
All boys and girls are not given to this 
line of observation, but to such as are so 
minded the book will be simply invalua- 
ble. It is written in a breezy, interest- 
ing style, and the information it imparts 
is reliable. 


Games and Pastimes. 
Contributions for this department solicited from all 
readers. 














A Note or Two. 


Au Illinois notion for making church 
sociables pleasant is to give each person 
a card on which a dozen names are writ- 
ten, and the recipient of the card must 
talk five minutes to each one whose name 
is on the card. At the end of each five 
minutes a bell sounds and conversation 
must cease and new partners be found. 
This scheme is said to be death to wall- 
flowers and cliques, and of great advan- 
tage to the social success of the enter- 
tainment. 

The ‘‘ Literary Salad” is composed of 
a number of green paper slips cut in the 
shape of lettuce leaves, and gracefully 
arranged in a lettuce bowl to resemble 
as much as possible the original of that 
name. These harmless looking green 
leaves have each a stalk of white paper 
four inches long and one inch broad. On 
each stalk is written a quotation from 
some well-known author, and the sport 
is to guess where the sentence comes 
from. The occasion, let us say, is a fair 
or bazaar, and each person approaches 
the salad bowl and takes out a stalk and 
makes his or her guess and hands back 
the leaf and stalk to be replaced in the 
bowl. If the drawer of the leaf has 
guessed the source of the quotation, he 
or she is rewarded by a dip in a lucky 
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hag, which is filled with a number of 
trifling presents. From fifty to one 
hundred quotations are prepared for the 
salad, and every one Who draws a leaf 
pays five cents for each guess he makes. 
The person who draws leaves and makes 
the greatest number of correct guesses 
wins the chief prize. Some people add 
a hooby prize for the one who guesses 
the greatest number of times and makes 
no luelcy hit. 








+o> 
Potato Pantomimes, 

Take a good-sized potato, with a 
smooth skin; cut out nose, eyes and 
mouth, twist curled hair into the shape 
of a wig and whiskers or moustache, and 
fasten on with pins; then make a hole 
for the forefinger to go into; this gives 
the head and a throat. , 

Wrap a bit of cloth, a handkerchief, 
or what-not, round the hand, arranging 
one corner of it round the thumb, and 
another round the second finger. Then 
you have a little man, with hand and 
arms, capable of bowing and moving his 
head. 

Make a screen, let four or five young- 
sters be behind it, each with their po- 
tato characters, and, as they say the 
words of a charade, burlesque or trage- 
dy, let these potato men perform. It 
is capital fun, and beats Punch and 
Judy out of the field. 

Potato men have amiable disposi- 
tions. They are generally friendly, 
fond of shaking hands, embracing and 
nodding their heads cordially at each 
other. They also have a thoughtful way 
of rubbing their foreheads that is very 
funny. Sometimes they fight, but they 
don’t bang each other all the time, as 
Punch and Judy do. 
toe 
Fortune-Telling. 


Dismiss all the players but one or two 
from the room. Call one back and take 
a penny and press it tightly upon his 
forehead and hold it there for some time. 
Then remove it carefully, while taking 
away the hand, so that the person will 
not perceive that it is gone. Then call 
upon the person to shake it off, with the 
understanding that the number of times 
he shakes his head to remove it will in- 
dicate the number of years he will yet 
live single or the number of millions of 
dollars in his future fortune. 

The shaking of the head will cause 
much merriment, and the reaching up of 
the hand to see if the penny is there will 
be followed by a burst of applause. 

—_—- e+ 
A Few Conundrums, 


Where was the first present ever 
made? In the Garden of Eden. — 

What men are always losing their pa- 
tience? Doctors. 

When is sweet love like a borrowed 
book? When returned. 

When do stumps of trees remind us 
of near relations? When they have 
ants in them (Aunts.) 

When are little children like mice? 
When peeping. ; 

When are beds in the winter time like 
kitchen ranges? They both have warm- 
ing pans. ! 

Why are the deaf and dumb like com- 
mittee meetings? They both make mo- 
tions. 

When is a man’s shirt like a riddle- 
book? When red (read.) 

When are women's faces like fields of 
grain? When rosy. 

What is that we are bound to break? 
Silence. ; 
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Ladies’ Department. 


Edited by REBECCA SUNSHINE. Contributions solic- 
ited from all. Address in care of PLAIN TALK. 








Some Tributes to Women. 


Herder—W oman is the crown of crea- 
tion. 

Voltaire—Women teach us repose, civ- 
ility and dignity. 

Lessing—Nature meant to make woman 
its masterpiece. 

John Quincy Adams—Al]l that I am my 
mother made me. 

Ruskin—Shakspeare has no heroes—he 
has only heroines. 

Whittier—If woman lost us Eden, such 
as she alone restore it. 

Boucicault—I wish Adam had died with 
‘all his ribs in his body. 

Gladstone—Woman is the most per- 
fect when the most womanly. 

E. 8S. Barrett—Woman is last at the 
cross and earliest at the grave. 

Bulwer—To a gentleman every woman 
is a lady in right of her sex. 

Saadi—A handsome woman is a jewel; 
a good woman is a treasure. 

Lamartine—There is a woman at the 
beginning of all great things. 

Rochefoucauld—A fashionable woman 
is always in love with herself. 

Cowley—What is a woman? Only 
one of nature’s agreeable blunders. 

Richter—No man can either live piously 
or die righteous without a wife. 

Cervantes—All women are good—good 
for nothing, or good for something. 

N. P. Willis—The sweetest thing in life 
is the unclouded welcome of a wife. 

Francis I.—A woman changes oft; who 
trusts her is the softest of the soft. 

Shakspeare—There was never 
woman but she mouths in a glass. 

George Eliot—A passionate woman's 
love is always overshadowed by her fear. 

Heine—Handsome women without re- 
ligion are like Howers without perfume. 

Voltaire—All the reasonings of men are 
not worth one sentiment of a woman. 

Leopold Schefer—But one thing on 
earth is better than a wife—that is the 
mother. 

Beecher—Women are a new race, re- 
created since the world received Chris- 
tianity. 

Cervantes—Between a woman’s ‘‘ yes” 
“‘no” I would not venture to stick a 


a fair 


or 
pin. 

Luther—Earth has nothing more tender 
than a woman’s heart when it is the abode 
of pity. 

hakspeare—For where is any author 
in the world teaches such beauty as a wo- 
man’s eyes ? 

Michelet—Woman is the Sunday of 
man ; not his repose only, but his joy, the 
salt of his life. 

Margaret Fuller Ossoli— Woman is 
born for love, and it is impossible to turn 
her from seeking it. 

Louis Desnoyers—A woman may be 
ugly, ill-shaped, wicked, ignorant, silly 
and stupid, but hardly ever ridiculous. 

Lord Lansdale—If the whole world 
were put into one scale and my mother 
into the other, the world would kick the 
beam. 

Malherbe—There are only two beauti- 
ful things in the world— women and 
roses, and only two sweet things—women 
and melons. 

Bulwer Lytton—O woman! in ordinary 
cases so mere a mortal, how in the great 
and rare events of life dost thou swell 
into the angel! 
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Saville—Women have more strength 
in their looks than we have in our laws, 
and more power by their tears than we 
have by our arguments. 

Emerson—A beautiful woman is a prac- 
tical poet, taming her savage mate, plant- 
ing tenderness, hope and eloquence in all 
whom she approaches. 

Anna Cora Mowatt—Misfortune sprin- 
kles ashes on the heart of the woman and 
brings forth germs of strength of which 
she herself had no conscious possession. 

—_+e9—___—_ 
What Women are Doing. 


Mrs.:S. M. Waite, of Whitmore coun- 
ty, Washington Territory, is building up 
a temperance town named “ Elberton,” 
which is growing in a way that promises 
to make the enterprise a success. If wo- 
men can govern towns and build them, 
disqualifications on account of sex should 
‘be removed. The ‘‘Emma Lazarus 
Working Girls’ Club” is a society recently 
organized in New York city among girls, 
and has over eighty members. There are 
twenty-three women inspectors in the 
New York Custom House. 

Miss Fawcett, daughter of the late 
Postmaster-General of England, applied 
to a famous mathematical ‘‘ coach” at 
Cambridge to be taken as his pupil. She 
was rudely repulsed, the uncivil tutor 
declaring that he would ‘“‘ take no tab- 
bies.” The same Miss Fawcett has been 
systematically beating the best men of 
her year at the Trinity College examina- 
tions, and will doubtless 
wrangler for the coming year. 

Mrs. Eliza Webster Jones, youngest 
daughter and last survivor of Noah Web- 
ster, LL.D., died recently at her home in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, aged eighty-five 
years. She enjoyed a large income from 
the sale of Websters dictionary and 
spelling-book, and her charities, though 
unostentatious, were unbounded. 

‘Mrs. H. Kate Richmond,of Schullsburg, 
is at the head of the Winconsin Lead and 
Zine Company, which has a paid up capi- 
tal of $500,000. She personally super- 
vises the business of the company, and 
her good judgment and shrewdness in 
a transactions are said to be pro- 
verbii . 

Signora Catani has just been elected to 
the Professorship of Pathology at the 
University of Pisa, Italy. She studied 
medicine at Bologna University. There 
is only one other woman holding a uni- 
versity chair in Europe, Madame Kova- 
lefsky, who is Professor of Literature at 
Stockholm. 

Frau Froebel, the widow of the pioneer 
kindergartner, receives a pension of 
{8,000 marks. This was one of the last 
acts of Emperor Frederic. 

—_ > e@—_____ 
Fall and Winter Decoration. 


The beautiful month of October (and 
in some localities late September) is the 
proper time for gathering grasses, ber- 
ries, foliage, etc., for winter decoration. 
By that time everything is well seasoned 
and has not been touched by severe frost. 
The autumnal woods are one mass of 
gorgeous treasures, most of which are 
well preserved. 

There is the gleaming wayside beauty, 
the golden-rod. Pick it with long stalk, 
strip off the leaves, and hang it in a dry 
place head downward, until wanted for 
use. Treat the milkweed in a similar 
manner. A bunch of milkweed, the long 
stalks tied with a broad white ribbon, is 
an exquisite ornament to suspend ahove 
the piano or between an arch or folding 
door. The seeds are prevented from 


be senior 





flying by tying with a fine white thread 
to one end of the pod. A tall bunch of 
golden-rod, like a bunch of cat-tails, 
brightens many an otherwise bare corner. 

The hop-vine, if cut before a heavy 
frost, will retain its rich green color all 
winter. It is one of the most graceful of 
vines to twine above doors. The leaves 
should be picked off. Nothing is so 
effective in brightening a room as the 
berries of the glowing bitter-sweet. Cut 
it before the pod bursts—exposing the 
berry—and strip off the leaves. Tack 
above an arch or folding door, giving it 
the appearance of being one continuous 
vine. 

The wild clematis is a splendid vine to 
hang about the top or corner of a large 
picture; or its feathery grace may be re- 
flected in a mirror. Another pretty dec- 
oration for paintings and engravings is a 
bunch of assorted natural woods. Take 
twigs of the red dog-wood, cork elm, 
curled ends of the bitter-sweet vine 
(without berries), the thorn and honey- — 
locust, and arrange them in careless grace 
behind the picture. 

The foliage of the young shrubbery 
growing up from old oak stumps retains 
its brilliant coloring an entire season if 
cut before frost. A magnificent bouquet 
for a large urn or vase is made of these 
branches, with acorns bearing twigs of 
the oak. Each acorn must be glued to its 
cup, otherwise, in drying, they fall out. 
The white oak, distinguished by its 
pointed leaf, is more richly tinted than 
the black, and is therefore to be pre- 
ferred, although either will answer very 
well. By irregularly painting the leaf, 
twig and fruit (the acorn) with metallic 
paint of various colors, say copper, gold 
and bronze, the natural brilliancy of the 
bouquet is increased. 

Another way of preserving individual 
leaves of the oak, Virginia creeper and 
maple is to dip them in hot beeswax or 
paraffine. This coating dries almost in- 
stantly. Clusters of these bright leaves 
may be artistically grouped about stat- 
uary on a bracket, or pinned on curtains. 

rom our gardens may be gathered the 
everlasting, hydrangeas and the seed 
pods from the catalpa tree. A charming 
arrangement for the hydrangea is this: 
Tack a large straw hat in a corner and 
fill it with the blossoms. Another way is 
to convert the hat into a basket by tying 
a bow of ribbon on the crown and extend- 
ing the ends up to form the handle. Fill 
with hydrangeas and suspend from the 
chandelier. A bunch of the long seed 
pods of the catalpa, tied with a ribbon, 
serves as a tasty ornament for any va- 
cancy. The pods may be gilded and 
bronzed, leaving some the natural color. 


To effectively adorn a room for winter 
it must contain something fresh, green 
and growing. Brakes planted in a large - 
pot will be a dense growth of living 
green the entire winter. They require 
but little attention and will flourish where 
nothing else could thrive. The Wander- 
ing Jew is a grateful little vine which 
asks nothing more than a liberal supply 
of water; indeed, it is most successfully 
grown in water. Tie a bottle of water 
filled with slips of Wandering Jew be- 
hind a picture. The picture conceals 
the bottle and a mass of dainty green 
greets the eye. By occasionally nipping 
off the terminal leaves a more vigorous 
and spreading growth is promoted. 

Thus by utilizing what nature so lav- 
ishly showers upon us, when all without 
is bleak and barren, our rooms may be 
perfect bowers of artistic grace and 
brightness.—Anna Hinrichs. 


ass How to Do It.’ 


Original contributions solicited for this page. Send 
sketches, no matter how rough, with descriptions, when 
possible, and illustrations will be made, 





ei] A Cheap Copying Instrument. 


It is often desirable to have at hand 
some instrument for making duplicates of 
lists of books, exchange offers, programs 
etc. The gelatine copying process is, 
perhaps, the most satisfactory of the inex- 
pensive methods. 

The pad or tablet may be prepared as 
follows: Gelatine, 1 ounce; glycerine, 
6 1-4 fluid ounces. Cooper’s gelatine 
and pure concentrated glycerine answer 
very well. Soak the gelatine over night 
in cold water, and in the morning pour 
off the water and add the swelled gela- 
tine to the glycerine heated to quite a 
high degree over a salt-water bath. Con- 
tinue the heating for several hours to ex- 
pel as much of the water as possible, 
then pour the clear solution into a hollow 
pan placed on a level table, and let it re- 
main for six hours or more, protected 
from dust. Rub over the surface a 
sponge slightly moistened with water, 
and let it nearly dry before making the 
first transfer. 

The ink to be used is prepared by dis- 
solving 1 ounce of aniline violet or blue 
in 7 fluid ounces of hot water, and, on 
cooling, adding 1 ounce of wine spirit 
with 1-4 ounce of glycerine, a few drops 
of ether, and a drop of carbolic acid. 
Keep the ink in a well stoppered bottle. 

\\ rite with a steel pen on ordinary 
writing paper; allow to dry; press the 
writing gently upon the tablet; allow it 
to remain a minute, when the greater 
part of the ink will have been transferred 
to the gelatinous surface, and aS soon as 
the paper has been removed the tablet is 
ready to take impressions from. Place 
ordinary writing paper upom the charged 
tablet, smoothing over with the hand, 
and immediately remove the sheet, which 
will be found to bear a correct copy of 
the original writing; repeat with other 
sheets until the transferred ink becomes 
exhausted. Immediately after, wash the 
tablet with water and a sponge, let it 
dry, and it is ready again for use. 

If the tablet is only desired for tem- 
porary use it may be made in the follow- 
ing manner: Soak 4 parts of best white 
glue im a mixture of 5 parts of pure water 
and three parts of ammonia, until the 
glue is thoroughly softened. Warm it 
until the glue is dissolved, and add three 
parts of granulated sugar and eight 
parts of glycerine, stirring well and let it 
come to the boiling point. While hot, 
paint it upon clean white blotting paper, 
with a broad brush, until the blotting 
paper is thoroughly soaked and a thin 
coating remains on the surface. Allow it 
to dry for two or three days and it is 
ready for use. 

Use ink as above. It is said that this 
tablet does not require washing off, but 
simply laying aside for twenty-four 
bours, when the surface will be ready 
for new impressions. 

—_ — 4eoe - ——— 


Sight-Seeing under Water. 


Get a tinsmith to make for you a fun- 
nel-shaped tin horn, about three feet 
long. It should be eight to ten inches 
in diameter at the bottom, and broad 
enough at the top for both eyes to look 
into. At the bottom put a piece of glass, 
cut to fit, and make it perfectly water- 
tight. Leave the top open. 

The inside should be painted black to 
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prevent the reflection of the light upon 


the surface of the tin. Around the out- 
side of the bottom solder on several 
sinkers, to offset the buoyancy of the air 
in the water-tight horn, and make it 
easier to submerge. If it is not conven- 
ient to get a round piece of glass, have 
the large end made square, and use a 
square glass. That’s all there is of it, 
and when you sink the instrument down 
in the water, and put your eyes to the 
small end, you will be perfectly astonish- 
ed at the plainness with which you see 
all kinds of fish and water animals swim- 
ming around in a state of nature. 

A wooden water telescope is made of a 
long, square wooden box, say, ten inches 
square at the large end, and four or five 
inches square at the other. Make all the 
seams water-tight by means of putty and 
paint. Put a piece of glass in the large 
end, and leave the small end open to look 
into, as you do with the tin instrument. 
+> 
Home-Made Candies. 


Hickory-nut Candy.—Crack the nuts 
and chop them fine. Then measure as 
many cups of the nuts as of the white 
granulated sugar. Put the sugar by 
itself in a saucepan, and shake the pan 
slightly until the sugar is dissolved. 
Then pour in the nuts and stir around. 
Pour this into buttered tins, and before 
it is quite cold cut into small squares: 
Any other kind of nut can be used if 
preferred; peanuts make a_ delicious 
candy made in this way. 

Cream Candy.—F'or this kind you will 
need confectioners’ sugar, which is a 
fine quality of powdered sugar. Use the 
white of an egg and an equal amount of 
cold water. Stir in slowly the confec- 
fectioner’s sugar until it is stiff enough 
to mold into shape with the fingers. 
Flavor with extract of vanilla, and form 
into balls, or any shape you desire, and 
lay them on a plate. The day after this 
candy is made it is ready to eat. Cream 
candy is really the foundation for all the 
French candies. Use the same receipt 
for chocolate creams, only when the 
cream balls are hardened, dip them into 
melted sweet chocolate. To make date 
candy, remove the pits from the dates 
and wrap each date around a piece of the 
cream. Nut candy is made by adding 
chopped nuts, hickory, English walnuts, 
almonds, or butternuts to the cream 
while it is soft. This is better formed 
into a bar or square. For orange drops, 
grate the rind of one orange and squeeze 
the juice. Add the confectioners’ sugar 
till it is stiff enough to make into balls. 
Almond creams, maple sugar candy, 
peppermint, and cocoanut creams can 
also be made. 

Lemon Candy.—Boil two cups of 
sugar, one cup of water and_ three- 
quarters of a cup of vinegar until when 
you try a little in cold water it hardens. 
Stir in a tablespoonful of butter, and 
take it from the fire. Add one teaspoon- 
ful of extract of lemon. Turn out in a 
buttered tin, and when it is nearly cold 
mark off into small squares. 


VALLSF Sn 
How to Care for the Man in a Fit. 


If a person falls in a fit let him remain 
on the ground, provided his face be pale ; 
for should it be fainting or temporary 
suspension of the heart’s action, you 
may cause death by raising him upright. 
Do not bleed him, as that would be fatal. 
But if the face be red or dark colored, 
raise him on his seat, throw cold water 
on his head immediately, and send for 
a surgeon and get a vein opened, or 
fatal pressure on the brain may ensue: 








To Make Solder Wire. 
The following simple mode of making 
solder wire, which is very handy for 
small work, will be found very useful : 
Take a sheet of stiff writing or drawing 
paper and roll it in a conical form or 
rather obtuse; make a ring of stiff wire, 
to hold it in attaching a suitable handle 
to the ring. The point of the cone must 
be cut off to leave an orifice of the size re- 
quired. When filled with molten solder 
it should be held above a pail of cold 
water, and the stream of solder flowin 
from the cone will congeal as it runs ‘nd 
forms the wire. If held a little higher, 
so that the streams of solder break into 
drops before striking the water, it will 
form handy elongated “ tears” of metal ; 
but, by holding it still higher, each 
drop forms a thin concave cup or shell, 
and, as each of these forms have their 
own peculiar uses in various purposes, 
many will find this hint very useful. 
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#t Numismatics. 


SSS SSS 

Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topic re 
lating to coin collecting will be answered in this depart 
ment by specialists. 








Coin Notes. 


B. H. Collins, of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, Washington, is an enthusiastic 
collector, copper cents being his special- 
ty} and his collection is worth a sma!! 
fortune. 

Gen. Phil. Sheridan has a good collec- 
tion. 

The most complete collection of U. 
S. coins in Washington is the property 
of W. W. Hayes, of the Pension Office. 

T. H. Garrett of Baltimore, the 
brother of Robert Garrett, of Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad fame, has a collection 
of United States cents which has cost 
him about $3,000. His entire coin col- 
lection has cost him nearly $40,000. 

A cent, to be in perfect condition, 
must look as fresh, almost, as when it 
came from the mint. The figures must 
be perfectly cut, and those pieces which 
have turned a rich olive color are espe- 
cially desirable. 

The reason why there are so many va- 
rieties of the early United States coins 
is because they were then struck by hand 
instead of by steam, as now, and the out- 
fits at the mints were crude and imper- 
fect. Dies were short lived, and in re- 
pairing them, or in making new ones, 
many variations and slight changes 
were passed over unnoticed. 
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Artificial ice is cheaper in the South 
than the natural article is in the North. 

A cloud burst in Nevada the other day 
and dropped enough water to form a lake 
ten acres in extent and ten feet deep 
within a radius of two sqare miles. 

———— eo 


A complete set of Dickens or of 
Scott is now within the reach of every 
reader of this paper. See announce- 





us 


, 


ment elsewe, a set 
wanted, absolutely without cost, send 
a stamp to this office for partieu- 
lars. Agents wanted everywhere. A 


few hours work will secure a set. 


6 


- PLAIN TALK . 








American Archeological Association. 


President—A. F. Berlin, Allentown, Pa. 

Vice-President—Dr. D. 8. McArthur, La Crosse, Wis. 

Secretary—Alvah Davison Helmetta, N. J. 

BO ae J. Sheridan, 295 Adelphi Street, Brook- 
ane 

Tota Con: A. Perkins, Wakefield, Mass. _ 

Exchange Superintendent—J. R. Nissley, Ada, Ohio. 

Counterfiet Detector— 

Official Editor—Geo. H. Richmond, 5 Beekman St.,N.Y. 

Board of Trustees—Jos. Wigglesworth, Wilmington, Del. 








Seeretary’s Report. 

Matters in the Association during the 
past month have assumed a more cheer- 
ing appearance. A number of applica- 
tions have been received and there are 
others coming, as the requests for them 
have been quite numerous. 

The Association has been organized for 
one year, and although little work has 
been done by it so far, there is no reason 
why it should not increase rapidly and 
grow strong. 

Present indications lead me to think 
that the relic collectors have at last awoke 
to the fact that an Association has been 
formed and they are now coming in. 

The summer is almost over, and col- 
lectors will soon have the long winter 
evenings before them in which to devote 
their time to their collections. 

The Association holds out many advan- 
tages to them to gain, the most important 
of which is an opportunity to exchange 
their Ae ahead relics, this being accom- 
plished through the aid of the Exchange 
Department, which is in full working 
order. 

Very few archaeologists are acquainted 
with their brother collectors, and one aim 
of the Association is to create a fraternal 
feeling among them that they may be- 
come better aequainted. 

Let those interested in this science give 
the Association their support, that it may 
grow strong and be a lasting benefit to 
the members. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


G. K. Greene, 170 East Third street, 
New Albany, Ind. References: J. P. 
Funk, Dr. John H. Lemon. 

Daniel E. Soper, Newago, Mich. Refer- 


ences: Dr. F. A. Rieder, Henry D. 
Woodford. 

Jas. G. McBride, 1023 South Market 
street, Nashville, Tenn. References: 


A. Thomas, T. B.Stewart. 
NEW MEMBERS. 


*Charles A. Hunt, 233 Shelby avenue, 
East Nashville, Tenn. 
*Omitted from August number. 
—_+$o@ 


Treasurer's Report. 


Up to date the receipts of the Associa- 
tion have been $25.55. Organization 
and subsequent expenses amounted to 
$17.09; leaving a balance of $8.46 on 
hand. 

Some of the members have paid only 
one dollar, thus still owing for March- 
September, 1889. I would request these 
to pay up as soon as possible. In send- 
ing money please note the Treasurer’s 
change of address at the head of this 
page. ED. J. SHERIDAN, 

Treasurer 
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Dr. Schliemann, the noted Greek arch- 
aeologist and excavator, is master of 
fourteen languages. In his youth he was 
a sailor before the mast on a German 
vessel. It is said that he gained a read- 
ing knowledge of English in six months 
of study. 





Librarian’s Report. 

The library, and also the librarian of 
the A. A. A., are, | am pleased to say, in 
their usual flourishing condition, the lat- 
ter having just 1eturned from an exten- 
sive dig in the shell heaps on the Maine 
coast,bringing home some fine specimens 
of stone, bone and pottery. The re- 
ceipts for the library for the last two 
months have been too small to mention, 
only a few scraps. 

C. A. PERKINS, 
Librarian A. A. 
+o — 

Exchange Superintendent’s Report. 


Business in the Exchange department 
of the A. A. A. as yet has been little 
more than nothing, but the last ten days 
has wrought some favorable changes. A 
number of collectors have requested to 
be admitted for membership,and an ex- 
change packet has at last been made up 
and placed on circuit. Exchange blanks 
may be had any time on application. 

J. R. NISSLEY, 

Ada, O. 

+o% 


Superintendent. 
Foreign Archeological Notes. 
Fourteen dealers in and manufactur- 
ers of false antiquities and works of art 
were recently arrested in Rome. 


From recent archaeological discover- 
ies, it appears that the Romans at the 
height of their civilization and splendor, 
had no system of street lighting. No 
trace of anything of the kind has been 
discovered. 

Probably the oldest timber in the world, 
which has been subjected to the use of 
man, is that found in the ancient temple 
of Egypt, in connection with stone work, 
which is known to be at least four 
thousand years old. This, the only wood 
used in the construction of the temple, is 
in the form of ties, holding the end of one 
stone jto another. When: two plocks 
were laid in place an excavation about an 
inch deep was made in each block, in 
which a tie, shaped like an hour-glass, 
was driven. It is, therefore, very diffi- 
cult to force any stone from its position. 
The ties my ay to have been of the 
timarisk or Shittim wood, of which the 
ark was constructed. 


The first discovery of remains of cave- 
dwellers in Scandinavia has been made 
in a cave in the Great Carl’s Island, in 
the Baltic, a couple of miles west of the 
Island of Gothland. Recently a farmer, 
while digging for mold for a plantation, 
discovered in a cave or grotto layers of 
ashes and charcoal mixed with bones. 
The latter, having been forwarded to the 
Royal Museum at Stockholm, were found 
to be the bones of horses, bullocks, pigs, 
birds and fishes. Excavations subse- 
quently made in a scientific manner show 
that indubitable remains of caye-dwellers 
have been found. 


A curious archaeological discovery was 
made not long ago at Altenburg, a town 
between Vienna and Presburg, on the 
Danube. Professor Hauser, observing 
the color of a corn-field, which varied 
in every part, expressed the opinion that 
it covered a buried amphitheatre. <A 
drawing he made showed that the corn 
was richest over the orchestra, where the 
soil was deeper, while elliptical lines of 
greener corn indicated the rows of seats 
in the auditorium. As soon as the corn 
was cut the excavations began, and sure 
enough an amphitheatre was laid bare. 
The pavement is said to be in good con- 
dition, and a road leads from the theatre 
be the camp of Carnutum, at some dis- 

ce. 
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A National Museum in Mexico. 


Mexico, in order to preserve her many 
antiquities, has established at the Capi- 
tol a National Museum, similar to the one 
in our own country, both in name and ob- 
ject. Here have been amassed the won- 
ders of the Aztecs and the arms of the 
Spaniards. The shield of Montezuma, 
though faded and worn, is one of the 
guarded objects that carries our thoughts 
back to a civilization greater than that of 
to-day. The calendar stone of the Az- 
tecs, is about ten feet in diameter and 
weighs about ten tons. It is beautifully 
carved with a figure of the sun, sur- 
rounded by twenty carved figures sup- 
posed to represent months. The sacri- 
ficial stone is another finely carved stone, 
shaped like a grindstone. It was carved 
during the fifteenth century and was dug 
up in 1791 by a contractor who was pay- 
ing the streets, who thought the stone too 
large to move so ordered it to be broken 
up for paving blocks! A gentleman of 
influence had the order countermanded 
which saved it from the sledge of the ig- 
norant workman. Who knows but what 
many idols, etc., have been destroyed in 
this manner. 

An aeerolite attracts much attention. 
It weighs nearly 1300 pounds. The 
minerals, fossils, stuffed birds, etc., are 
extra fine. 

An old idol which is nearly nine feet 
high stands out prominently, being 
loaded with carvings and artistic designs. 
This idol presents two fronts and looks 
like two persons glued together. It is a 
most ugly looking being and it is hard to 
tell where the face begins and where it 
leaves off. Then there is a picture of the 
‘Sad Indian” carved out of stone, and 
the sad Indian is a little fellow in a sit- 
ting position, his hands clasped and face 
wearing a perpetual smile. There are 
also pieces of columns and foundations, 
all carved, which are all that is left of 
the old Aztec Temple that the Conquest 
razed to the ground. 

Of Aztec civilization, their musical in- 
struments, pottery, picture-writing and 
other wares, there are many specimens, 
yet these alone give us @ very meager 
idea of that once powerful and mighty 
nation. Of their conquerors, the Span- 
iards, a few implements of war may be 
seen. The ill-fated Maximilian whose 
rule was of short duration, left many ar- 
ticles to show how quickly an empire may 
rise and fall. A life-size portrait of him 
in oil, mounted on a white horse in full 
uniform. The magnificent coach in 
which he expected to take many long 
drives is also here. It is very handsome 
and is considered to be one of the finest 
coaches in the world. 

The museum is in excellent hands at 
present, and the work of collecting and 
mounting specimens is receiving much 
attention. Boatimeris are added either 
by donation, exchange or purchase. Sev- 
eral satisfactory exchanges have been 
made between the Smithsonian Institute 
and this Museum. Let us hope for the day 
when Science will be as well received as 
it is in our own country. 

_+oe- 

Dr. Dorpfeld, a German archaeologist 
at Athens, says a study of the discoveries 
at Mycenae, Tiryns and Orchomenos re- 
vealed an unmistakable resemblance be- 
tween them and ancient Asiatic architec- 
ture. He held that the ancient Greeks 
borrowed their different styles from 
Egypi and from several of the ancient 
people of Asia. The remains of the edi- 
fices at Mycenae and Tiryns bore a won- 
derful resemblance to the Jewish temple 
at Jerusalem. 
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N atural History Notes. 


Contributions to this tg depen are solicited from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities, 





A Call. 

The time is fully ripe to organize an 
American Naturalists’ Association. We 
already have one for Philately and Ar- 
chaeology ; why not one for all branches 
of science. Founded on the plan of the 
A. P. A., such an association would prove 
a success. We have long contemplated 
this idea, and believe it would be a great 
boon for the collector; as a means of ex- 
change; as a way of sorting the sheep 
from the goats, that hinders so many 
from exchanging, and a valuable means 
of increasing knowledge. Divisions can 
be made to divide the many branches of 
science. Each member could join one or 
more branches. Let us all join hands and 
work this up. Let us hear from everyone 
his or her opinion. Further particulars 
will be given through “‘ Plain Talk.” Ad- 
dress the editor of this department. Sug- 
gestions desired from all. 


——_— -+0e-- —— 
Notes and Notions. 


Atlanta, Ga., has a store built entirely 
of paper. 

An ear of corn on exhibition at Wel- 
lington, this State, contains 1,222 grains 
of corn. 

eae frogs are known to devour young 
fish. 

Mr. B. H. Warren, State Geologist of 
Pennsylvania, has been authorized by the 
Legislature to prepare a second and re- 
vised edition of the ‘‘ Birds of Pennsy]- 
vania. 

The work of preserving the National 
Park is still going on. 

The ‘‘ Bob White,” or quail, is ex- 
tremely abundant near Sedalia, Mo. 

New York dealers still advertise for 
feathers and plumes in the papers of the 
South, but their answers are not as great 
as a few years ago. 

Jt is a well known fact that for many 
years paving blocks of the cypress and 
red cedar have held universal sway. But 
a rival, and a formidable one at that, 
has arisen in the ‘‘ useless” yellow pine, 
which is now found to equal anything in 
the wood-paving line. The yellow pine 
will soon be acknowledged as king of 
woods. 

The rice crop this year will be very 
large. 

Cryolite is one of the chief exports of 
Greenland. 

Five hundred and fifty-five thousand 
enameled bricks from Europe have been 
ordered for the Congressional library 
building at Washington. Why is this, 
when we have the finest granite in the 
world within our own limits ? 

It is said that the eggs of the ruffled 
grouse make one of the finest delicacies 
that we can produce. 

Mr. Maurice Thompson, the ‘‘ Sweet 
Singer of the South,” now lives in Craw- 
fordsville, Ind. He finds that literature 
does pay. 

Gold has been discovered in Northern 
Missouri. 

The great French tower in Paris will 
be outdone by our own country. A tower 
1,500 feet high will be built for the 
“Three Americas Centennial” in 1892. 

Some bright young American has dis- 
covered that the ‘‘ Mayflower” was the 
first national flower. 

The cry to exterminate the English 


sparrow still echoes. It has been found 
that the sparrow makes an excellent sub- 
stitute for the reed bird in restaurants. 
The sparrow must surely go now. 

Tware county, California, contains 
many redwood trees of immense size. 
One recently cut measured 28 1-2 feet 
in diameter. 

Strange it is that there are so few in- 
terested in natural history. No pursuit 
affords so much pleasure and adds so 
much knowledge as this. As Ruskin 
says: ‘‘The work of the great Spirit of 
Nature is as deep and unapproachable in 
the lowest as in the noblest objects; the 
Divine mind is as visible in its full en- 
ergy of operation on every lowly bank 
and moldering stone as in the lifting of 
the pillars of heaven and settling the 
foundation of the earth; and to the 
rightly perceiving mind there is the same 
infinity, the same majesty, the same 
power, the same unity, and the same per- 
fection, manifest in the casting of the 
clay as in the scattering of the cloud, in 
the moldering dust as in the kindling of 
the day star.” 

Lead and zine have recently been dis- 
covered in Baxter Springs, Kansas. 
Great excitement is cased by this dis- 
covery. 

Someone told us that Trouslot was go- 
ing to breathe into the extinct remains 
of his Naturalist and bring it to life 
again. 

We notice that our friend G. K. 
Greene, of New Albany, Ind., has an ar- 
ticle in the ’88-’89 Catalogue of Borden 
Institute, of Indiana, describing its mu- 
seum. 

Mr. ©. B. Cook of Odin, Tll., has in his 
collection a set of five eggs of the blue 
bird, all albinoes, and nearly round. 

Be sure and give your earnest consid- 
eration to the matter of forming a 
a Naturalists’ Association. 

Short contributions to this Department 
particularly desired; address the editor. 

Diamond scales will even weigh a hair. 

The fresh-water shells of certain Wis- 
consin streams contain valuable pearls. 
One was sold for $75. 

—> o> 


A Life Accidentally Saved. 


In July, 1883, some schoolmates and I, 
during vacation, made a peculiar discoy- 
ery. While playing ball in a field near 
a small creek, the ball was unfortunately 
knocked into a cluster of long grass 
which was growing at the foot of the dia- 
mond. While looking for the lost ball, 
one mate called out: ‘‘Oh, boys, come 
here and look”? We ran to where he 
stood and saw a meadow lark’s nest in the 
grass, with four eggs in it. ‘‘ Let us 
take the eggs,” said one, and we were 
just about to rob the nest when one fellow 
proposed not to disturb it, and after a 
little consideration we all acquiesced to 
the latter’s suggestion. We looked at 
the nest every day that we played ball, 
until the eggs were hatched, and one day 
we were just in the nick of time to see an 
adder preparing to swallow one of the 
young birds. He was speedily killed, 
and our curiosity to see what he had swal- 
lowed being excited, we cut him open: 
lengthwise, when, to our astonishment, 
out leaped a little marsh-frog. He was 
totally unharmed except for a small cut 
on his hind leg, which was evidently 
made by the knife, and hopped away mer- 
rily, never thinking, I suppose, of the 
perilous position he was in before he was 
accidentally rescued. The young birds 
soon feathered, and when able to fly left 


the nest unhurt. 
WM. F. PRESLEY. 
Inwood, N. Y. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE. 


The subscription list of the publication known as 
“Luray Breezes” has been combined with PLAIN 
TALK’s. For many years “ Breezes” was issued from 
Luray, Va., and had alarge listof subscribers and many 
warm friends throughout all the Southern and Eastern 
States. It was afterwards removed to this city, and, 
after a time, the consolidation mentioned above was 
brought about. 

PLAIN TALK gives greeting to each subscriber to 
“Luray Breezes,” and trusts that a long and pleasant 
acquaintance may be the result of the union. 





Oh, the Dickens! and Great Scott! 
Well may those exclaim who read the 
book announcement on the last page of 
this paper. 

—_—____~+ 4 —____. 

A pound of steel, if made into hair 
springs for watches, would be worth, so 
a jeweller states, $140,000. Who can’t 
get a pound of steel ? 

—_————_$0o—— 

Original contributions for the different 
departments of this paper are solicited 
from all readers. We desire particularly 
natural history sketches, notes of obser- 
vation from field and forest, stream and 
pond. 

—— eo 





We want an active agent at every 
public and private school in the country. 
If any ol your friends are going away to 
boarding-school this year tell them of 
this, or else send us their names and the 
addresses of the schools they will attend 
so that we can send them sample copies. 
ee 

Will H. Plank, the editor of our 
Natural History department, who sold 
the “ Literary Companion” some months 
ago, has again become its proprietor 
and editor. The paper is a good one, 
and is “bound for the top,” and under 
Mr. Plank’s able and energetic direc- 
tion it will get there. 








——_---—_ #4e@ 
The combination rate, whereby we 
offered a year’s subscription to both 


“Plain Talk”? and the ‘‘ Young Idea,” 
of Belvidere, Ill., for 50 cents, is stil] 
in force. The ‘ Young Idea” is a good 
paper, and well ‘worth the price alone. 
Sample copies may be obtained by ad- 
dressing the publisher, as above, and 


Subscriptions may be sent to either 
office. 
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The man who asserted that the best 
way to cure an evil was not by declaim- 
ing against it, was clearly in the right. 
Intemperance is a most monstrous evil, 
but if the average temperance lecturer 
would devote to real, practical work a 
part of the time now given over to 
searching the dictionary for high-sound- 
ing adjectives he would do vastly more 
good. 


————_+04 —___ 

The Works of Dickens and of Scott 
should be upon the library shelves of 
every young man or woman. To 
know either author thoroughly may al- 
most be said to be a liberal education. 
In years past a complete set of the 
Waverly novels or of Dickens’ works 
would cost from ten dollars upward. 
Now, thanks to cheap paper, and favor- 
able and large contracts, a set of either 
may be had, together with a year’s sub- 
scription to this paper, for only two 
dollars. See another page. 

———_- 4 — 

A man once served a term in the Ver- 
mont state prison, who, according to his 
old neighbors, “stole a saw-mill and 
went back after the dam,” and so was 
caught. In the early days of telegraphy 
in California there was a sudden break 
in the circuit, and investigation showed 
that a half mile or more of wire, to- 
gether with the supporting poles, had 
disappeared in a most mysterious man- 
ner. New poles were erected, the line 
again put in operation, and a detective 
put upon the case. The country was 
little more than a desert, and it 
nearly a month after the occurrence 
when the detective stumbled upon a 
lonely ranch, and found the premises 
inclosed by a neat wire fence. He 
charged the occupant with having taken 
the telegraph poles and wire, and the 
fact was admitted at once. ‘Oh, yes,” 
said the ranchman, ‘‘ I’ve been livin’ 
here nigh onto three year, and have 
watched that old telegraph wire all that 
time. I never see nothing go over it, 
and reckoned it wasn’t used.” 
ee 

Young folk read with pleasure that 
spicy monthly, Plain Talk, one of the 
ablest edited and most attractive _peri- 
odicals within our knowledge. What 
makes Plain Talk particularly inviting 
and widely taken is the prize word hunt, 
which gives young folk plenty of hard 
work and many an hour’s food for 
thought if they are bent on winning. 
There is hardly another monthly paper of 
its tendency out that attracts the atten- 
tion of young people as much and in as 
fruitful a manner. Otherwise, too, Plain 
Talk (published in New York) is an ad- 
mirable little paper, brimful of spicy read- 
ing which bright boys and girls so much 
like. It is a true youth’s companion.— 
Union, New York City. 
+oe- —— 

Plain Talk for July is pleasing and 
readable in literary pages, and interest- 
ingly instructive in the scientific ones, 
and Historical Notes and Numismatics. 
President Berlin’s remarks on restoring 


relics are sensible and just.—Faith and 
W orks, Phila. 
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Result of the Prize Contest. 


In the word-building contest, ending 
August 15, the first prize was won by 
J. W. Falkner, Freeport, Pa.; 1,124 
words. 

The second by ‘‘ Uncle Abner,” Wal- 
tham, Mass.; 1,047 words. 

The third by C. C. Harris, Windham, 
Vt.; 924 words. 

For some strange reason, several in- 
cluded in their lists plurals, which could 
not be allowed. It is clear that they do 
not “appear in the body of the dictiona- 
ry’ in the sense intended, as in all 
sases they follow the word defined. 

Others send words found in the sup- 
plement, which is a useless addition to 
their list. The reason for excluding 
these words is that not all contestants 
have access to a late edition of Web- 
ster’s. 

———+ep 


The October Word-Hunt. 


So much interest is being manifested in 
our Word-Building contests that they 
seem likely to be continued each month for 
an indefinite period. The word selected 
for the next contest is STENOGRAPHY. 

The rules governing the contest are as 
follows: 


1. Only subscribers can compete, but any one may 
send their subscription in with their list of words. 

2. Proper names will not be allowed and only words 
found in the body of Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, 
which will be considered a final authority in deciding 
all disputed points. 

3. Prefixes, suffixes and abbreviations will not be 
counted, nor will plurals be allowed. 

4. Words marked “* obsolete” will not be counted, un- 
ae they are still current in some one of their mean- 

ngs, 

5. No letter can be used more than once in the same 
word unless used more than once in the word or words 
selected as the basis of the contest. 

6. All lists must be written in ink (or on a type 
writer) and must be alphabetically arranged, and the 
words numbered consecutively. 

7. The full name and address of the contestant must 
be written at the top of the first sheet. 

8. In case of a close contest, the number of errors 
and the general neatness of the work will be taken into 
consideration in awarding the prizes. 


The contest will close October 15th, 
and the result will be announced in the 
November issue. 

The first prize will be any two of our 
premium books, to be selected by the 
winner; the second and third prizes: 
each, one of the premium books. 

+o. -—_. 
A Voice from California, 

“‘T was the recipient this evening of 
Diickens’ Child’s History of England, the 
same being awarded to me as a tenth new 
subscriber. Your selection pleased me, 
and the book is worthy a place in any 
library. Please accept my thanks. 
“Plain Talk’? is just the paper parents 
should put in the hands of their children : 
instructive, entertaining, pure and with- 
out a dull page. I will speak a good 
word for you.’—Mrs. M. M. S., San 
Diego, Cal. 


Tie ate 

Do you want to buy books cheap- 
tor school, society or home use! 
Subscribe for “ Plain Talk,’ and 
get your supplies through the Pur- 
chasing Department. See July issue, 
to send stamp for circular, Tt will 


save you money. 
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A RAINY DAY. 


So cold, and dark, and drear becomes the day, 
As steadily the silent rain descends; 

The merry bird has ceased its tuneful lay ; 
A gloom pervades, and seeming night suspends. 


A darkening mantle o’er the moistened earth. 
Suspends its gloom e’en while the sunrays last ; 
No burst of revelry, no sound of mirth, 
As blacker clouds a heavier shadow cast. 


The dripping branches hang in silent awe. 

As through their emerald shields the raindrops glide; 
And closer yet the leaflets seem to draw, 

Each, each to shelter, whate’er may betide. 


No droning hum of bee doth reach the ear, 
As when in joy it flits from tlower to flower ; 
The robin’s low, sad wail is all we hear, 
To make more cheerless this dark, gloomy yea Be 
Ga. D. T. 
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Putting Heart in It. 


The customer was a prudent matron 
from the country, careful in her shop- 
ping. 

“It is a pretty piece of goods,” she said, 
‘and just the color I want; but I am 
afraid it will not wash.” 

One of the shop-girls behind the 
counter bowed indifferently and turned 
away. The other said, eagerly, ‘‘ Are 
you going to another part of the store, 
madam? For it is my lunch hour, and 
I will take a sample to the basement and 
wash and dry it for you before you come 
back.” 

The colors of the fabric proved to be 
fast, and the customer bought it, and 
asked the name of the obliging shop- 
girl. A year afterward she was again in 
the same store, and, on inquiry, learned 
that the girl was at the head of the de- 
partment. 

“She put as much life into her work as 
ten other women,” said the manager. 

One of the most prominent business 
men of New York said once, ‘‘I have 
always kept a close watch on my em- 
ployees, and availed myself of any hint 
which would show me which of them pos- 
sessed the qualities requisite for success 
for themselves and usefulness to me. 

“One day, when I was passing the win- 
dow of the counting-room, I observed 
that the moment the clock struck six all 
of the clerks, with but one exception, 
laid down their pens, though in the 
middle of a sentence, and took up their 
hats. One man alone continued writing. 
The others soon passed out of the door. 

“* ‘Pettit,’ said one, ‘has waited to 
finish his paper, as usual.’ 

“ "Ves. I called to him to come on, 
but he said that if this was his own busi- 
ness, he would finish the paper before he 
stopped work.’ 

“°The more fool he! I would not 
work for a company as for myself.’ 

“The men caught sight of me and 
stopped talking ; but after that I kept my 
eye on Pettit, who worked after hours on 
my business ‘because he would have done 
it on his own,’ and he is now my junior 
partner.” 

The success of a young man or woman 
in any work or profession depends largely 
on the spirit which he or she puts into it. 
Many good workmen, who are faithful to 
the letter of their contract with their em- 
ployers, remain salesmen and bookkeep- 
ers until they are gray-headed, while 
others pass over them, and become heads 
of establishments of their own. To the 
first class their employment is only so 
much work for so much wages; they 
“have no heart in it ;’ to the second, ac- 
cording to the old significant phrase, it is 
an outlet for all of their own energy and 
ambition. 

An engine, perfectly finished and com- 
igi for its work, with no fire in it, is a 

t type of the first class; the same engine 








with its steam up, rushing along the 
track, of the second. 

Be sure, boys, that you are able for 
your work, and are on the right track. 
Then don’t spare the steam !—Youth’s 
Companion. 

——_—+4e¢- 


What Five Dollars Can Do. 


A little money sometimes goes a great 
way. As an illustration of this read the 
following, founded upon an_ incident 
which is said to have actually occurred : 

A owed $15 to B; 
B owed $20 to C; 
C owed $15 to D; 
D owed $30 to E; 
EK owed $12.50 to F; 
F owed $10 to A. 

All of them were seated at the same 
table. 

A, having a $5 note, handed it to B, 
remarking that it paid $5 of the S15 he 
owed B. 

B passed the note to C, with the re- 
mark that it paid $5 of the $20 which 
he owed. 

C passed it to D, and paid with it $5 
of the $15 he owed D. 

D handed it to E in part payment of 
$30 he owed him. 

E gave it to F, to apply on account of 
the $12.50 he owed him. 

F passed it back to A, saying, ‘‘ This 
pays half the amount I owe you.” 

A again passed it to B saying, ‘‘ I now 
only owe you $5.” 

B passed it again to C, 
mark, ‘‘This reduces my 
to you $10.” 

C again paid it to D, reducing his in- 
debtedness $5. 

D paid it over to E, saying, ‘‘I now 
owe you $20.” 

E handed it again to F, saying, ‘‘ This 
reduces my indebtedness to you to 
$2.50.” 

Again F handed the note to A, say- 
ing, ‘‘Now I don’t owe you anything.” 

A passed it immediately to B, thus 
canceling the balance of his indebted- 
ness. 

B handed it to C, reducing his indebt- 
edness to $5. 

C canceled the balance of his debt to 
D by handing the note to him. 

D paid it again to E, saying, ‘“‘I now 
only owe you $15.” 

Then E remarked to F, ‘‘If you will 





with the re- 
indebtedness 


give me $2.50, this will settle my in- 
debtedness to you.” 
F took the $2.50 from his’ pocket, 


handed it to E, and returned the $5 note 
to his pocket, and thus the spell was 
broken, the single $5 note having paid 
$82.50 and canceled A’s debt to B, C’s 
debt to D, E’s debt to F, and F’s debt to 
A, and at the same time having reduced 
B’s debt to C from $20 to $5, and D’s 
debt to E from $30 to $15. 


Ss a 
Defining an Impression. 

One day Dr. McCosh, of Princeton Col- 
lege, came into the mental philosophy 
class and said : 

“Ah, young gentlemen, I have an im- 
pression! Now, young gentlemen,” con- 
tinued the doctor, as he touched his head 
with his forefinger, “‘can you tell me 
what an impression is ?” 

No answer. 

“What! No one knows? No one can 
tell me what an impression is?” ex- 
claimed the doctor, looking up and down 
the class. 

“TIT know,” said Mr. Arthur. ‘An 
impression is a dint in a soft place.” 

“Young gentleman,” said the doctor, 
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removing his hand from his forehead and 
growing red in the face, ‘you are ex- 
cused for the day.”—Philadelphia North 
American, 

————_404— ihe 


An Anecdote of Ole Bull. 


The famous Norwegian violinist, Ole 
Bull, when traveling in America, going 
down the Mississippi, met on the steam- 
boat a party of half savage men, colonists 
from the far West. While reading his 
newspaper, he was accosted by one of the 
men, with the request that the fiddler 
would take a drink with them, offering 
him a whisky flask at the same time. 

“‘T thank you,” he said, “but I never 
drink whisky.” 

With a curse the fellow said: “Tf you 
can’t drink, come and fight then.” 

The man’s comrades had gathered 
round him meantime, and they all cried : 
‘If you won’t drink, you must fight. You 
look strong; show us what you are good 
for.” . ¥ 

““A Norseman can fight as well as any- 
body, when his blood is up,” replied Ole 
Bull; “but I can’t fight when my blood 
is cold, and why should I ?” 5 

“You look like a strong fellow, and 
you shall fight.” 

Seeing no way of escape, Ole Bull 
quietly said: ‘Since you insist on test- 
ing my strength, and there is no reason 
for fighting, I will tell you what I will 
do. Let any one of you take hold of me 
in any way he likes. In half a minute 
he shall lie on his back at my feet.” 

A big fellow was chosen, who stepped 
forward and grasped the violinist round 
the waist, but was instantly thrown over 
his head by a sudden wrench, and lay 
senseless on the deck. The fainting man 
was soon revived, and his question: 
‘“* How in the world was I thrown down 
here ?”? was answered by a shout, of 
laughter from his companions, in which 
he himself joined. He sprang to his feet 
and said: ‘Take this knife home with 
you; you fight well; you are as quick as 
lightning !”? 





+o> 
A Continental Sentinel. 


When the Continental army was at 
Cambridge, Mass., General Washington 
heard that the colored soldiers were not 
always to be depended upon for sentries. 
So one night when the password was 
“ Cambridge,” he went outside the camp, 
disguised himself in an overcoat, and 
then approached a colored sentinel. 

“Who goes there ?” cried the negre. 

“A friend,” answered Washington. 

‘* Friend, advance, unarmed, and give 
the countersign.” said the man 

Washington came up and said, ‘‘ Rox- 
bury.”’ 

‘No, sah !”? was the response. 

“ Medford,” said Washington. 

‘* No, sah !”? returned the colored man. 

“* Charleston.” said Washington. 

The sentinel immediately exclaimed : 

“T tell you, Massa Washington, no 
man go by here ’out he say ‘Cambridge.’ ” 

The cclered troops were at once re- 
lieved in that army from sentry duty. 

———-- oe - 


Afraid It Would Cure Him. 


Smith—Hullo, Johnson, you are 
looking well. 

Johnson—No, I’m under the weather. 
[ve had to leave off smoking. too. 

Smith—That’s bad—very bad. 

Johnson—Yes, but that isn’t the worst 
of it. I’m afraid that leaving off smok- 
ing is going to do me good.—Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 
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Philately. 
~ALVAH DAVISON, - - 


All communications for this department should be ad- 
dressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 


EDITorR. 














Under the new contract for postal cards 
there are to be three sizes, the ladies’ 
size pearl gray, the middle size and a 
larger size for business purposes 


The ‘‘ American Philatelist’? has added 
another feather in its crown by giving 
the first report of the Canadian Philatelic 
Association Convention. For this we are 
indebted to Editor Stone. 


Mr. C. H. Mekeel, of the ‘‘ Philatelic 
Journal of America,’ has decided on 
taking a European trip. Charley will 
no doubt see all the big guns on the other 
side and will have some interesting news 
to tell when he returns. 


Vol. I., No. 1, of the new ‘‘ Western 
Philatelist,””? from Rock Island, has made 
its appearance. It is somewhat newsy, 
but it would be greatly improved by a 
change of printers. John K. Tiffany 
contributes the ‘‘ Stamp Publications of 
1889,” 


Ex-Senator Albert Daggett, of Brook- 
lyn, is the happiest man in Washington. 
He believes he will be awarded the con- 
tract to supply the Government with 
postal cards for the next four years. His 
bid ($157,000) was the lowest among a 
dozen. 


Mr. H. E. Deats is enjoying the pleas- 
ures of a philatelist abroad. He has 
taken in Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Brant- 
ford and Chicago, and at last advices 
from Sunrise, Ils., he was om his way to 
Louisville and the Mammoth Cave, Ky. 
His trip will include Grinnell, Iowa; St. 
Is there a stamp collector who doubts 


Now that the summer months are over 
we may expect to see many of the stamp 
papers don their coats; that is, unless 
they have been lost in the meantime. 
The fall crop of papers will also begin to 
spring up, although it is a little warm 
for them yet, the editors continuing to 
gather inspiration from the mountains, 
the seashore and other places where 
crowds do congregate. 


Canada evidently has got its fill of 
the Chalmers-Hill controversy, as the re- 
cent convention of the C. P. A., by a 
vote of 27 to 21, decided to postpone any 
discussion for another year. Owing to 
the small attendance, a revision of the 
laws will be made and submitted to the 
members by mail, and everyone who has 
any interest in the Association should 
make it his duty to vote, as it is dis- 
couraging to see only about one half cast 
their vote on important matters. 


At a recent meeting of the National 
Philatelical Society a resolution offered 
by Mr. Corwin censuring Mr. N. F. See- 
beck for his late contract regarding the 
Salvador stamps, was voted down. As 
the same resolution was unanimously 
carried by both the Chicago and Staten 
Island Societies, this action of the N. P. 
S. was, to say the least, somewhat 
strange. With a few exceptions the 
New York men have not earned a very 
enviable reputation on the reprint ques- 
tion, and their action in this matter will 
not serve to raise them any in public esti- 
mation. 

I there a stamp collector who doubts 
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that philately is a science? If so, let him 
read the following extract from an exsay 
delivered by Dr. William H. Mitchell be- 
fore the National Philatelical Society, 
and then go hide his head in shame for 
his unworthy doubts. If this doesn’t 
convince you, it is because your intel- 
lectual development has been stunted, 
and you had better take a _ scientific 
course at once: ‘‘ Witness the action, 
the ulna and radius forming the lever, 
the ole cranon process of the ulna oper- 
ating on the trochlear of the humerus 
forming the fulcrum, and the _ biceps 
transmitting the power being attached 
to the bicipital tuberosity of the radius, 
we behold it in its simplest form.” 
What's the matter with that for the sci- 
ence of philately !! 


A gentleman came into the post office 
this morning with a lot of wrappers all 
sticking together, and a number of two- 
cent stamps that had also yielded to the 
hot weather. He went up to the window 
with a query heard every hour in the day : 
‘*What can I do to keep these stamps 
from sticking together this weather ?” 
Before the clerk could reply, another 
man, who was in line waiting his chances 
at the window, volunteered the sugges- 
tion: ‘‘Rub them on the back of your 
head. The oil in your hair will keep 
them from sticking, no matter how long 
you carry them.” ‘TI see people doing 
hat every day,’ remarked the stamp 
clerk ; ‘‘ they tell me they can after such 
treatment carry stamps in their pocket- 
books without any fear that they will 
stick.” ‘‘I will try it, said the gentle- 
man, as he rubbed five two-cent stamps 
over his head and wandered away down 
the corridor.—New Brunswick ‘‘ Home 
News.” 


A number of articles have appeared in 
the ‘‘ Writer’ of Boston regarding the 
illegible postmarks which are so often 
seen on letters. In many post offices it 
would seem that the only requirement is 
that the stamp be cancelled, little or no 
attention being paid to the postmarking, 
and yet this very often is an important 
matter to the party receiving the letter, 
especially when the name of the State is 
omitted inside. The postal authorities 
unite in execrating the public for their 
stupidity in addressing letters, and yet, as 
in this case, they themselves are not 
without fault, and one which could easily 
be remedied. The law says that post- 
masters shall use an iron stamp for post- 
marking, but these are not furnished 
until a requisition is made therefor; the 
new postmasters not knowing this usually 
obtain a rubber stamp, and when that is 
used a good impression is given. There 
is a chance here for a sweeping reform for 
Mr. Wanamaker. 


At P28. NOTES. 

And now doth the wily A. P A. mem- 
ber cast his eye around the philatelic 
horizon in search of those who will not 
attend the coming convention. The 
proxy fiend is now hard at work. With 
gilt-edged circulars he seeketh to be- 
guile the unsuspecting members into 
delegating him to act in their stead, and 
under the cloak of proposed reforms he 
will bear down on St. Louis, pompous 
in his array of proxies, and prepared 
(if he can) to knock out all opposition. 
It is some consolation to know that the 
proxies will be pretty well scattered, and 
there need be little fear that one person 
will hold enough to carry any measure 
in opposition to the majority. 








The election for Treasurer fortunately 
resulted in a choice,and that a good one, 
as Mr. Charles Gregory is eminently 
fitted for that office. This result was no 
doubt brought about by the votes of the 
members in New York and vicinity, as 
they had an opportunity to meet and 
choose a candidate, and then throw their 
whole vote for him, and it was well that 
they did, as otherwise the election would 
have resulted in no choice. 

In the last “ American Philatelist?? Mr. 
C. B. Corwin gives a plan for the run- 
ning of the association exchange depart- 
mentment on individual circuits. His 
plan and that of the present superin- 
tendent differ materially, and it is for 
the members to choose which they will 
have As now constituted an individual 
circuit will pay the average member 
much better than a circuit of the socie- 
ties. A circuit of the latter, it is true, 
may reach one hundred members, while 
one of the former would reach but 
twelve, but against this is the fact that 
nearly,if not all members of the societies 
are advanced collectors who have or can 
readily obtain through exchange, the 
common yarieties, and thus all sheets 
which do not contain rarities go 
through their hands with few removals, 
while on an individual circuit the sheets 
reach members at isolated places, those 
who have no opportunity for exchange 
except such as is afforded by the sheets, 
and from these, for the most. part, do 
their collections receive the greatest ad- 
ditions. If a member has a lot of very 
choice stamps let them go to a society 
circuit, as they will soon be “ gobbled” 
up, but for anything below ten cents in 
value take the individual circuit every 
time. 

Apropos of this I would remark that 
there must be an exceedingly great de- 
mand in the Association for United 
States stamps, as I have been unable to 
obtain a book in many months, though 
repeated requests have been made, 

Mr. J. W. Scott will attend the con- 
vention at St. Louis as the delegate of 
the Brooklyn Philatelic Club. He goes 
pledged for certain reforms, one of them 
being the making of the trustees elective 
instead of appointive as at present. One 
great benefit of the present plan is that 
these officers can be chosen from the same 
city, thus enabling them to hold meet- 
ings, while if elected there may be diffi- 
culties in the way of accomplishing this 
result. Still, there is no doubt that this 
Board should be an elective one, and_if 
made so, they can overcome any impedi- 
ments in the way. 


Keeping a Fraud List. 


I wonder how many stamp dealers 
keep a fraud list? I fear their number 
is few, although a book of this kind 
would save them many dollars in_ the 
course of a year. In every business 
house the question as to whether a pur- 
chaser can be trusted is a very import- 
ant one, and millions of dollars are spent 
every year by the great commercial agen- 
cies in their efforts to obtain, as near as 
possible, the exact status of every house 
doing business in the United States and 
Canada. i 

Many dealers wait until they have a 
goodly list of ‘‘ delinquents,” and then 
forward them to some stamp paper for 
publication, hoping in this way to bring 
about a settlement, but how few of these 
settlements are effectd ? 

The old adage, that “ prevention is bet- 
ter than cure,” fits this case exactly, as 
countless dealers have learned to their 





cost. Those who purloin the sheets sent 
them are mostly old hands at the busi- 
ness, and they are not to be scared into 
returning them by the publication of 
their names. 

Stamp dealers as a rule are not in- 
cluded in these “ ratings,’’ so it behooves 
every dealer to look out and do all he 
‘an to save himself from possible loss. 

Some dealers are content by simply 
asking for a reference from prospective 
customers, while others insist on written 
recommendations. Another class of 
dealers require neither of the foregoing. 
as they will send a sheet to all comers. 

An accurate fraud list will be of great 
value to all of these dealers, and espe- 
cially to the last named, as their chances 
of loss are very great, owing to their 
using no safeguards in conducting their 
business: 2 

A glance over any list of frauds, com- 
piled from different dealers, will show 
how many have been taken in by the 
same person, and had they each kept a 
fraud list, only one woould have been 
the victim. 

How, then, shall we start about it. 

The only thing needed is a blank book 
or one that stationers call an ‘‘ index,” 
will bc found the most convenient. 
When this is obtained, the dealer should 
copy into it, alphabetically, the names of 
all frauds whom he sees published. As 
the lists are quite numerous at present 
he can soon obtain a pretty complete 
record, and then he is prepared for the 
approval sheet thief. 

Before mailing sheets he refers to his 
book, and if the name does not appear 
there, he can feel reasonably certain 
that the person is honest, although his 
list cannot be infallible. 

Of what use is it to publish long lists 
of frauds in the different papers unless 
the dealers take a record of them? The 
names cannot be remembered, and it is 
only by using them in the way suggest- 
ed that dealers can save themselves from 
loss, and prevent these thieves from en- 
riching their collections at other people‘s 
expense. ALVAH DAVISON. 


FREE READINC! 


The Best Magazines, Story and Comic Papers. 


LARGE PACKAGES 


OF THE 


LATEST NUMBERS, 


Guaranteed to Please, 


MAILED FOR 10 CENTS. 


Order now. Address, 


“Press,” Box 3359, New York City. 












* PLAIN TALK . 


Wanted to Purchase 


Copies of PLAIN TALK as follows: 
April, 1885. June, 1886, 
September, 1885. October, 1886. 
October, 1885. November, 1886. 
Tay, 1886. December, 1887. 
Good cash prices will be paid, or 4 months’ subserip- 
tion for each copy. Write before sending. 
Plain Talk Pub. Co., 
5 Beekman St., N. Y. 


Our’ Keystone No. |” Packet 


Is having a great run. It contains 100 varieties of 
stamps, many unused and rare. Price 50c. Further- 
more, the purchaser of every fifth packet will receive a 
genuine stamp, catalogued at $1.00. FREE! The 
stamps are guaranteed genuine, and are fine picked 
stamps. We guarantee satisfaction or money refunded. 
Address : 
H. B. WILBER & CO., 


14 & 16 Main St., Cambridgeboro, Pa. 


ATTENTION! 


RESPONSIBLE COLLECTORS who desire to ob- 
tain Genuine ahs aoe at the lowest prices should write 
NOW for a sheet of fine Stamps on approval at 30 per 
cent. commission. Mention PLAIN TALK. 


CHAS. BEAMISH, Jr. 


2107 North 18th St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Foreign Consignments and Correspondence solicited, 


STAMPS! 


GRAND BARGAINS!! 














For a short time only. Look at these 


prices : 


Us Wat Dep ty Te? asc -31 5252-53-62 5-..555 mee 42¢. 
Ws Bs POsSWOR GE, 1G. cs «oe one eens eee O07e. 
NAVY, 10.2 co cee esas owe scc le encceseosceroneses $1 05 
INGVY) 2hOrccs- cccccevrecccrcwccrecessmemons only 65e. 
IN OVW SOG 5 tons cowie ew cau nnn dene ah eek oe Oe 88e. 
64, 6c. purple on buff, entire .................. 45e. 
7D GAO ODD Y's 25 cae nenddeh ecw ea ee eee 30c. 
69, 30c. blue and carmine, only.........-.-.-- 90¢e. 
Parl, 1 00), LOSG, Vil sn ccte pat eenece seek ee ep 20¢e. 


*Denotes unused stamps. 


PHILATELIC LITERATURE. 


Send list of what you want; prices very low. 
7 back Nos. Agassiz Companion. 25c, 


JOB PRINTING 


By mail at very low rates. Estimates cheerfully 
furnished. STAMPS ON APPROVAL. 

Send good reference and receive in all stamps 
very low. Copy Literary Companion free with 
every order. 


W. H. PLANK, Kansas City, Kan. 








F. SHEFFIELD, 


MANAGER, 


© 


SEND FOR 
ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE 


AND 


PRICE LIST. 


II 


STAMPS on approval to responsible parties at 25 per 
cent. dis, 8.. M SAVIDGE, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 
varieties, 15 cents. 


MEXICAN 7? \irictes 1° con's. STAMPS, 


CUVIER STAMP CO., WARREN SUMMIT, N. H. 


CANADIAN STAMPS, {.102%¢ speciaity of send. 


‘ * ing out on approval sheets 
of rare and good Canadian Stamps. Collectors will find 
it to their interest to send me a list of their wants in 
these stamps. Address: HENRY S. HARTE, P. oO. 
Box 1896, MONTREAL, CANADA. ; 


eerie tte nen bees eiet te ee ee 
Attention, Stamp Dealers and Collectors, 


Send three’ cents, to cover postege, 
latest idea in stickers, 


No Trey do Nor Sweir Your A.ceum. 


Also, a few more responsible 
UNXLD APPROVAL 


for sample of 


Hinces. 


ae res wanted for my 
SHEETS at 25 per cent. dis- 
count. ioe 20 per cent. lower than catalogue 
prices, Address. JOHN M. HOLT, 3 Bainbridge 
Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. : a 


BATCHELDER Postace Stamp (o., 


WHOLESALE DEALERS IN 


POSTAGE STAMPS, 


3113 CASS AVE., ST. LOUIS, O. 


Our list is the cheapest and best ever issued. Dealers 
will consult their own interest by sending for It. 


TAMPS. 


If you want 4 Bargain, read this, 


Send for our No. 3 Packet of 75 varieties: price 25c.; 
very fine. Our No. 5 Packet is the best thing out; con- 
tains 500 varieties; price $2.00. A large number of the 
Stamps found in this packet are VERY RARE, and 
are not usually found in Packets. Send for it at once 
and secure a bargain. Agents wanted to sell from 
sheets at 30 per cent. com. 


Cc. E. HARCRAVES, Box 723 Pawtuxet, R. I. 
aa a arene Secale te laa BD inde nh Spt 


BP SN Se 


A set of 4 varieties B. & O. 


Telegraph Stamps 


Catalogued at 1le., to every collector sending for 
my lists and mentioning PLAIN TALK. ; 


CHAS. A. TOWNSEND, 
512 W. Market Street, AKRON, O. 


STAMPS! STAMPS! 








4 var. Perasia........09c. | 20 var. U.S. Revenues....15¢ 
S. * <Cerlon.. te lle. |21 ‘“ Heligoland, unu’d, 35¢ 
J4 “Thurn.d& Taxis, mnusedxii ss. 2 23c¢ 


FREE—PRICE LIST —FrEE 


Approval sheets at 25 per ct. commission; good ref- 
erence required. C, DREW, Box 3250, N. Y. City. 


Are you a collector of Stamps ? 
Do you expect to collect Stamps ? 


Assenting to these questions, your interests will 
not excuse a failure to send to 


E. T. Parker, Bethlehem, Pa., 


For a copy of his MONTHLY PRICED-LisT of Post- 
AGE STAMPS. 


SEs, COINS, MEDALS, 


ETC. 
Ill. Catalogue free. 
40U.S. locts., 25c. Set of 
4 New Congo Coins, 25c, 
ce” U.S. COPPER COINS 
A SPECIALTY. 
CEO. J. BAUER, 


73 Front Street, 
Rochester, N. Y 


STAMP PACKETS. 


o> 40> 


25 to 1,000 varieties from 5c. to $10.00. 
Money refunded if Packets are not satis- 














factory. Agents wanted, 33 1-3 per cent. 

¥ . aa 
commission. Reference or deposit re- 
quired. 


U. S. Department, Revenues and all 
kinds of Stamps wanted, highest cash 
prices paid. 


20> 40-— 


HENRY GREMMEL, 
+35 + NASSAU ? STREET, ® 
NEW YORK, 
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Lessons of Greatness. 

Young Hopeful—‘ Papa, you said if 
l’d read the obituaries of great men it 
the paper every day for a year you'd give 
me a gold watch. Well I did, and the 
year 18 up.” 

Fond Father—‘ Very well, my son, but 
I said you must read intelligently and 
draw a lesson from the lives of those who 
have won fame and fortune. Now, what 
have you most particularly observed in 
your reading ?” 

Y. H.—‘‘I noticed that nearly all the 
great men fitted themselves for one 
thing, and then got rich or famous at 
something else.’ 

toe 


The Average Boy. 


First Omaha boy: ‘So you ain't 
goin’ to run away from home and go 
swimmin’ with us to-day? Did your 
mother say she’d whip you?” Second 
boy: ‘‘No; I wouldn’t mind a lickin.” 
First boy: ‘‘ Would she lock you in the 
cellar?” Second boy: ‘‘No; I don’t 
mind any of them common things, but 
she said if I ain’t good she’ll make me 
wear my Fauntleroy clothes, so you kin 
bet yer life ’'m goin’ to be good.” 

+++ 
On Dangerous Ground. 

They were getting a kidergarten les- 
son. The teacher took them as_ very 
simple subjects. She touched a table. 

‘*What_is this ?” 

**'W ood.” 

“What is this?” 
touched the fender. 

*“Tron.22 

“What is this?” and she took up an 
acid bottle. 

““Gilass.”? 

“What is this??? and she touched her 
watch chain. 

“ Brass,” said one small boy, and she 
changed the subject.—San Francisco 
Chronicle. 








she asked as she 





+¢¢-—____ 
The Princess of Wales. 

Twenty-five or thirty years ago the 
now Princess of Wales and future Queen 
of England was living on the third floor 
of a corner house in Copenhagen, and her 
father, whom no one ever dreamed then 
of being a King, was poorer than many a 
burgher in the same street. She and her 
‘two sisters, now the Czarina of Russia 
and Duchess of Cumberland, occupied 
the same room, scantily furnished, and 
instead of a wardrobe a curtain drawn 
across the wall hid the pegs on which 
their few dresses hung. They had never 
worn a silk dress in their lives. Now 
Alexandra doubtless has all the dresses 
she wants, but it is more than likely that 
she looks back with pleasure upon those 
years as the happiest of her life. 

DO YOU READ? 

We are sending the works of all prominent writers, 
bound in heavy cloth, stamped in gold and black, 
excellent finish, large type, fine paper, from 250 
to 500 pages to each volume for 45c., postage pre- 
paid. Agents send to us for circulars and prices of 


our Books and Holiday Novelties. 
NAME YOUR AUTHORS. 


WING MEG. CO., NORWOOD, R. I. 
Agent Supplies. 
POSTAGE STAMP 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 

















A correct image of yourself 
W° or any other articlein postage 

*stamp form. They are also 
*summed and perforated. 
is 100 for $1.50. 
Send 2c. stamp for sample 
f¢ and illustrated circulars. Ad- 
dress H. A. HYATT, 
=°N. E. Cor. 8th & Locust Sts., 
$t. Louis, Mo. 


PAT. JULY 12, ‘87 


DOES THE WIND WHISTLE THROUGH 


YOUR WHISKERS ? 


IF IT DOES, THEN THIS IS NOT 





But if you feel the need of hirsute adornment, you 
should send for one of my moustaches or goatees—or 
both. Cannot be told from the genuine production of 
nature. Just the proper thing for a little harmless mas- 
querading. Worn constantly you are made solid with all 


the girls. State color desired—brown, black or red. 
Moustache (superior), 12c. Goatees, 8c. 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 
614 Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


JOB PRINTINC. 


100 Envelopes or Note Heads, 30c. by mail. 500 4x7 
Circulars, post-paid, 75c. 


EACLE JOB PRINT, Butler, O. 
SHORTHAND FREE, (sit vien"or Cannon, 


Enclose postage for first lesson and begin study at once. 
Address: 


HUDSON COLLECE, Columbus, O. 


Material to produce 3 pict- 
ures, ‘PEN CENTS, The 
newest novelty. Pictures 
= . a mA _A ——— instantaneously. 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 61 Patchen Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Can be made by any one making 
a business of rubber stamps. 


Complete Outfit for Manufacturing, 
$10.00. 


Send 2c. postage for description. 


S. D. Childs & Co., Chicago. 
CUT THIS OUT wiv. Tescive tor yeats to come 


hundreds of free samples of newspapers, magazines 
circulars, calalogues, visiting cards and novelties of al 
kinds, should send 10c. and have their name and address 
published in our New Agent's Directory, which is sent 
to dealers all over U. 8S. and Canada, wanting agents. 
Copy containing name sent everyone answering this 
advertisement. Cut this out and write your name and 
address on the lines below, and send it, with your dime 
to COMPANION PuB. Co., Box 25, Minneapolis, Minn. 




















What's a Wherewithal for One 
Dollar ? 


In common parlance, the wherewithal is in the 
having a well-filled pocket book. But our where- 
withal is not a money pocket-book, but a mind pocket- 
book, with two pages, and seven little or big word 
questiopers, by which you keep dead matter out of 
your minds, which only decays. It isa university, 
college and school combined, and all at one dollar cost. 
Universities, colleges and schools, their Boards of 
Direction, and all Boards of Education, may 
delay its adoption for yet a little while, but 
the battle is on, and our wherewithal is at the 
front. Wecannotretreat. All former education has 
been theory. Our wherewithal is practice. It trains 
all the faculties, not memory alone, and therein it 
excels. Sent to any address, postpaid, on receivt of 
price by the see Popes THE WHEREWITHAL 
COMPANY, 247 Elbow Laue Place, Philadelphia. 


L ADY Agents $10 a day SURE; new rubber unaergar- 
ment. Mks. H. F, LITTLE, Chicago, Il. 


ee a SLI Ee UES FT SEAT OS A Be 
HOTO of your future Husband or Wife ! 
P Send Stamp for Postage. CLIMAX CO. CHICAS EL 


HINT ON INSECT COLLECTING, 10c. by mail. 
4 A book approved by the Agassiz Association. 
GEO. H. RICHMOND, 210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
MAGAZINES Story and_ comic papers, 10c. a pouna, 

by mail. Money refunded if not satis- 


fied. PRESS, Box 3259, New York City. 
the name and address of t. F 
{ WANT A SPECIAL PURPOSE, Sond qudkis. Adaveas 
W. E. MeCHRISTIE, 159 Main, Cincinnati, 0. 
BOTTLE Headache, etc. Agents make $50 
a day, either sex. Address: 
U. S. HOME MFG. CO., B. Dept., CHICAGO, ILL, 


2 
A $2 5 SAMPLE of our “Nonpareil Portrait” for 1c. 
e Terms free. More good specialties than 
any house inthe U.S.. dust the Thing. 
THE YONPAREILL PHOTO COPYING CO., Cincinnati 0. 





AGENTS clear $150 Monthly with my new 
Rubber Undergarment, for ladies only. 
Proof free. Mrs. H. F. LITTLE, Chicago, ne 




















ELECTRICITY Cures Catarrh 














SOMETHING TO READ. We send a Big Pack- 
age of Magazines, Story Papers, Illustrated 
Journals, etc., for only 15c. or 3 packages, no 2 alike, for 
40c., postpaid. GOODSPEED NEWS AGENCY, DWIGHT. ILL. 


HORT HAND —Send 10 Cents for Full Set Self- 

es * Teaching Short-Hand Lessons. 
HE HAVEN COLLEGE, 

1322 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., U.S. A. 


che 








Daisy Telephone,com-| 12 Little 
plete, $1.00. Works|Brown Jugs 
perfectany distance.’ for li cts. 


we) S.C. DYKE, Manu’fr, Agron, O. 














Bexs AND GIRLS! GOLDEN DAWN, a hand- 
some illustrated story paper (like Youth’s Compan- 
ion) sent four weeks on trial for 10c. silver. Address: 
GOLDEN DAWN, Detroit, Mich. 2 grand serials just 


commenced. 
READING Story Papers and Magazines. 17 for 25c.; 
40 for 50c. No two alike. Some of them 
are $3.00 monthly magazines, costing 25c. apiece. 
J. W. BROWN & CO., Union Centre, N. Y. 


indeed, is the art of pho- 

FASCINATING tography. Wecan supply 
you with with an excellent 

§ pocket Camera, taking an 


) 
instantaneous picture, for BO cents, silver. Send at 
once, if you want a bargain. Address, PENN NOV- 
ELTY CO., Abington, Pa, 

















FREE You will receive hundreds of Samples, 
Catalogues, Papers, Magazines, etc., by 
sending 10c silver to have your name and address 
inserted in the Old Reliable Agents’ Directory, 
which goes to firms all over the U.S. A copy of 
Directory sent to each name. Mention this paper, 
A. BK. GOODSPEED, Pub., Dwight, LiL 





WANTED FOR SECRET SERVICE. 


Intelligent young men, capable of acting as detec- 
tives. For full particulars, address THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL SECRET SERVICE (Incorporated), No. 


834 Broadway, New York City. 
MATRIMONIA Paper. Send us 10c. and we will 
send you for 3 months the best 


matrimonial paper published yet. It contains adver- 
tisements from Rondreds of ladies and gentlemen want- 
ing correspondents for amusemeut and matrimony. To 
every one who will return this ad, with their order, we 
will send, FREE samples of our beautiful Stamp 
Photos. Address: 


YOUTH’S RESCUR, Box 40, Minneapolis, Minn 
Would you like to travel all 


E A DRUM MER pedrhaade greed fice chon 


quaint dieadneaen, Mr San Cees, Gee Sree 

thing worth seeing and talking about? If so be # drummer, orocom- 
mereial traveler. The DRUMMER is a power in the land. Millions of 
dollars worth of goods are sold annually by the DRUMMER. Thousands of 
men and women make large sums of money as Commercial Travelers; 
$20,000 A YEAR and all EXPENSES are paid to many first-class drummers, 
and asslary of $5,000 a ycar and all expenses is not considered big pay by the 
ordinarily good traveling salesman. ($20,000 s year means $400 a week and is 
just double the salary of the Vice-President of the United States.) Any in- 
telligent, shrewd young man may become a successful DRUMMER if bestar's 
right. Our wonderful new book, ‘A MAN OF SAMPLES,” gives just the 
information needed, not only as to how to start right, but how to GO AHEAD. 
Ittells all about the men to be met while “fon the road.” It isfull of keen 
business points from the pen of a successful merchant (Mr, Wm. H. Maher), 
who bas not only been “‘on the road” but has been bookkeeper, buyer and head 
ofa house doing a large trade, and is now considered A MILLIONAIRE. Ho 
knows and tolls all the tricks and manners and gossips of the drummer. The 
book opens up many business secrets and devotes a special chapter to the oon- 
sideration of “ Smart Alecks’ as viewed from the drummer's standpoint. 
E ery young man who expects or desires to be successful should read this 
book. Old traveling men, on the road for years, can get information worth 
bundreds and thousands of dollars from “A MAN OF SAMPLES.” and 
those who don’t want ** information” or ‘ instruction” will be glad tocompare 
the author’s experiences with their ewn, and rejoice that some one hasao ably 
chown the ups and dewns of the universal and untiringdrummer. Sent post 
paid for only 350 or T5cin cloth. Send 20 stamps, or postal-note 


F. L. HODGDON, 12 Perkins Ave., Hyde Park, Mass. 











Juvenile Reminiscences. 


First Small Boy—‘‘ D’ye remember that 
day las’ week wen we get into Farmer 
Hayseed’s orch’d ?” 

Second Small Boy—‘‘ Yes; an’ d’ye re- 
member what a lot of apples we got ?” 

“Yes; an’d’ ye remember how the dog 
got arter us an’ tore our clothes ?” 

“Yes; an’d’ ye remember what a lot 
we eat wen we got away ?” 

“Yes; an’d’ ye remember how sick we 
all was ?” 

“Yes! Didn't we have a bully time!” 

———_$eg——__—- 
Somewhat Surprised. 


A slab-sided, mud-covered granger 
entered a Broadway clock store after 
dusk the other evening, and, with a 
bewildered look, asked :— 

** Mister, is this where a man kin git a 
clock ?” 

“Yes, sir,” said the clerk. 

“Well,” said the granger, ‘‘ what be 
that ticker worth ?” pointing to an or- 
nate and intricate piece of time-record- 
ing mechanism on the shelf. 

“That, sir,” said the clerk, ‘‘is a won- 
derful time-piece. It is worth $200 and 
will run three years without winding.” 

“Great Scott?’ gasped the granger 
“three years without winding! Say, 
mister, how long would the blame thing 
run if she was wound up ?”?—Dolgeville 
Herald. 

Reh ers 
A Serious Case. 


Customer—My watch won’t go. 

Jeweler (examining it)—My ! My! Have 
you been in a railroad collision ? 

Customer (surprised)—Why, no. 

Jeweler (solemnly)—When you undress 
you should not throw your vest down on 
the floor when the watch is in the pocket. 

Customer (thoughtfully)—I never do. I 
have been exceedingly careful with that 
watch. Don’t know how it got hurt. How 
long will it take you to fix it? 

Jeweler (after another examination)— 
You'd better leave it here at least a week, 
but if you can get along without it I 
would advise two weeks. 

Customer—Very well. 
Good day. 

Jeweler (to assistant)—Hans, blow that 
speck of dust off this wheel and charge 
up $5 for repairs. 

————_+4oo— 


He Ordered It Paid. 


An uncompromising looking man 
walked into the bank and presented a 
check at the cashier's counter. 'The 
cashier said to him, as politely as pos- 
sible : 

“T don’t know you, sir. You 
get identified.” 

“'That’s my name thar,’ replied the 
stranger, curtly. ‘‘ Jonathan Windam.” 

“Yes, but I don’t know you.” 

“No, didn’t suppose you did, young 
man; I never was introduced to you. 
But if I have come from the country, 
I hain’t goin to be sassed by any such 
little feller as you!” 

The cashier, restraining a smile, said, 
gravely : 

“You must prove your identity, sir, 
before I can cash your check.” 

“ But” (this in a tone of triumph) “ it 
says ‘payable to my order,’ and I order 
itp paid! You can’t get around that, 
young man—I order it paid!” 

Just then some one who knew him 
came in, and the old farmer departed 
with his money.—Yorkville (S. C.) 
Enquirer. 


Do it up right. 





must 
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Until the first of October, 1889, we will give free to each person Who sends 50c. 
for a year’s subscription to 


PLAIN TALK 


(and 10 cents additional for postage), any one book mentioned in the 
12mo., in size, and handsomely bound in cloth and gold. 


A Bachelor’s Blunder. W.2.Norris. 
A Cardinal Sin. Conway. 

Adam Bede. £//ot. 

fEsop’s Fables. 

Allan pg gg Haggard. 

A Lucky Young Woman. 


A House Party. Oxjfda, 
A Fallen Idol. #. Anstey. 
A Modern Circe. The Duchess. 


Anne Grey. 
Andersen’s Fairy Tales. 
American Chesterfield. 


As in a Looking Glass. ¥.C.PAidips. 


American Notes. Dickens. 

A Trooper’s Adventures, 

Arabian Nights. 

A Tale of Three Lions. Haggard. 
A Terrible Temptation. Reade. 
A Wicked Girl. Mary Cecil Hay. 
A Peep at Number Five. Trusta. 
Arnold’s Poems. 
American Humorists. 
Bacon’s Essays. 
Bag of Diamonds. Geo. M Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse. 

Beaton’s Bargain. Mrs.Alexander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 
Bede’s Charity. Hesba Stretton. 


Haweis. 


Biographical Sketches. Martineax. 


Bonaparte. De Puy. 
Bound by a Spell. Conway. 
Books of Songs and Ballads. 
Betsy Jane Ward. 

Barnaby Rudge. Dichens. 

Boy Conqueror. 

Boy’s Own Book of Indoor Sports. 
Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports. 
Brief Biographies. Svzles. 
British Female Poets. 

Browning, Mrs. Poems. 
Browning, Robt. Poems. 
Bryant’s Poems. 

Buffon’s Natural History. 

Buds and Blossoms. 7. S. Arthur. 
Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poetical Works. 

Byron’s Poetical Works. 

Brown’s Bible Dictionary, 

Brown’s Concordance. 

By Woman’s Wit. Alexander. 
Book of Golden Deeds, Yonge. 
Charles XII., Life of. Voltarre. 
Calhoun, J. C., Life of. Jenkins. 
California, History of. Frost. 
Camille. Dumas. 

Campbell's Poetical Works. 

Carl Bartlett, a Story for Boys. 
Children of the Abbey. Roche. 
Chinese Gordon. Forées. 

Cloister and the Hearth. Reade. 
Comic Speaker. 

Corinne. De Stae/. 

Course of Creation, Amderson. 
Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy Teinple. 
Cressy’s Battles. 

Dwyer’s Builder. 

Dante’s Inferno. 

Dawn. Haggard. 

David Copperfield. Dickens. 
Dombey and Son. Dickens. 
Dickens’ Child’s England. 
Dickens’ Christmas Stories. 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 


Dr. Jekylland Mr.Hyde. Stevenson. 


Dodd’s Beauties of Shakespeare, 
Don Quixote, 

Dora Thorne. Braeme. 

Daniel Deronda. E£/yot. 

Dick Chevelry. Kingston. 
Duke’s Secret. Braeme. 

East Lynne. Wood. 
Economical Cook Book. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. 
Emerson’s Essays. 

English Harry, a Story for Boys. 
Europe. //orace Greeley. 

Evil Pie. Collins. 
Explorations and Adventures. 
Famous Boys. age. 

Famous Men, 
Fair Women. 
Family Cyclopedia. 
Faust. Goethe. 
Felon’s Bequest. Du Boisgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russel. 

Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. fot. 

Five Weeks ina Balloon. Verne. 
Flowers From Fairy Land, Smith, 


Address plainly: 


Mrs. Forrester. 
Williams. 


following list. 
; The reguwar 
price of the books is $1.00 each. a 


Footprints of Fate, 
France, History of. Yonge. 
Germany, History of. Yonge. 
Gems of Prose and Poetry, 
Goethe’s Poetical Works. 
Goldsmith’s Poetical Works, Pickwick. Dickens. 
Good Measure. Erickson. Pilgrim’s Progress. 
Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls, Plantation Jim. 
Great Expectations. Dickens. Poe Poetical Works. 
Grandfather's Chair. H/awthorne. Poe’s Tales, 
Grimm’s Household Stories. Poets of America, 
Gulliver’s Travels. Swi/t. 
Hawthorne’s Champion 
Recitations and Dialogues, 
Handy Andy. Lover. 
Household Poems. 
Heine’s Poems. 
Hoods’s Poetical Works. 


Phillis. Duchess. 
Prince of Argolis. 
Perfect Etiquette, 
Petrarch, 


Prairie Boys. 
Pretty Miss Bellew. 


Ralph Foster. 
Robinson Crusoe. 


Each one i 


Smith. 


Picket Line and Camp Fire Stories, 


Bunyan. 
Mudge. 


Cheever. 
Pope’s Poetical Works. 

Book of Practical Letter Writer. 

Mudge. 

Theo. Gift. 

Prose Writers of America, 

I, Bets 

De Foe. 


Highways of Literature. Pryde, Rocky Mountain Adventures, 
Homer’s Iliad. Romance of a Poor Young Man, 
Homer’s Odyssey. Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
Hours with the Bible. Gezke. tory. : 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- Romola, 
ments. Lester. 

Hoyle’s Games. 

Hind’s Disease of the Horse. 

Hugo’s Poetical Works. 


Eliot. 


Rory O’Moore. 
Russian Fairy Tales. 


Rossetti (Dante) Poems. 
Lover. 


Sheridan, Life of Gen. P. H. 


Hemans. Sabina Zembra. Black. 
Hard Times. Dickens. Sanford and Merton. 
Ebayer Kingsley. Scheherazade. F. Warden. 
I Have Lived and Loved. Schiller’s Poems. 


Imitation of Christ. A’Kemfis. Scenes of Clerical Life. Eliot. 
In the Forecastle. .Cleveland. Saddle and Sabre. Smart. 
Ingelow’s Poetical Works. Secret of Her Life. Jenkins, 
Ivanhoe. Scott. Shadow of Sin. Braeme. 

ack and Three Jills. 7. C. PAilifs. Self Help. Syziles. 

ackson, Andrew, Life of. Scott’s Poetical Works. 

ane Eyre. Bronte. Scottish Chiefs. Porter. 

ess. Haggard. Shakespeare. 

oe Miller’s Jest Book. She. Tiere 

ohn Halifax. Muxdlock. Shelley. 

eble’s Christian Year. Sketch Book. Jruing. 


King Arthur. Mulock. 
Kidnapped. Stevenson. 
Kit Carson. 

Knowledge of Living Things. Be/7. Silas Marner, 
Knickerbocker. /rving. 
Keat’s Poetical Works. 
Kingsley’s Poetical Works. 
King Solomon’s Mines. Haggard. Tale of Two Cities. 
Lady Audley’s Secret. Braddon. ‘Tasso. 

Lady Valworth’s Diamonds. Tennyson. 

Lalla Rookh. Moore. Terrors of the Sea. 
Lamb’s Essays. 

Land of the Kangaroo, 
Lamplighter. Cummins. 
Language of Flower. 

Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. 
Last of the Mohicans. Cooper. 
Life Among the Mormons, 
London by Day and Night. 
Lowell. 

Living or Dead. Conway. 

Little Dorritt. Dickens. 
Longfellow’s Poems. 


Eliot. 


The Soldier’s Boy. 


C. Phillips. 
The Golden Hope. 
Russell, 
The Nine of Hearts. 
The Outsider, 


and Fables. 


Lucille. Meredith. The Frontiersman, 
Mar panes Memoirs. The Death of Ivan Huth. 
McCaulay’s Essays. The Duchess. Duchess. 


Sesame and Lilies, Ete. 
Swiss Family Robinson. 
Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith. 
Dickens. 


Social Vicissitudes. /. C. Phillips. 
Southey’s Life of Nelson, 
Stories from American History. 


Ruskin. 


Thaddeus of Warsaw. Porter. 
Mudge. 

The Parisian Detective. 

The Dean and His Daughter. F. 


Clark 


Farjeon. 
Hawley Smart, 
The Merry Men and Other Tales 
Stevenson. 
ae oa Unravelled, Kimbal. 

i Aimard, 


Tolstot. 


Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs. Alex- Tales from Spanish History. 


ander. 
Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book, 
Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. 
Meredith’s Poetical Works. 
Mathias Sandorf. Verne. 
Michael Strogoff. Verne. 
Middlemarch, £/zot. 
Mosses from an Old Manse. 


Thrilling Adentures, 
Tom Brown. 


the Sea. Verne. 
Twice Told Tales. 


The Christmas Stocking. 
Thompson’s Poetical Works. 


Hughes. 
Tour of the World in 80 Days. 
Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 


Hawthorne, 


Mill on the Floss. /fot. Tristam Shandy, Sterne. 
Milton’s Poetical Works, Texar’s Revenge. Verne. 

Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy. Uncle Max. Carey. 

Mohawks. Braddon. Uncommercial Traveler. Dickens. 
Molly Bawn. Duchess. Utopia. More. 

Mexico and Maximilian, Ha//. Uarda, Ebders. 

Moore’s Poetical Works. Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith. 
Mulock’s Poetical Works. Virginia Housewife. 

Munchausen. Virgil. 


My Husband and I. Tolstoi. 
Mysterious Island. Verne.“ 
Misadventures of John Nicholson, 
New Arabian Nights. Stevenson, 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop. Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 

Outdoor Life in Europe. Thwing. 
Once again, Mrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil, 
Proctor’s Poetical Warks, 

Prince Otto. Stevenson. 

Paul and Virginia. St. Pierre. 
Paradise Lost. Milton. 

Peep o’ Day Boys. Banim. 


Vathek. Beckford. 
Whittier’s Poems. 


Wild Life in Oregon, 
Witch’s Head. 
dorne. 


Young Adventurer. 
Young Man’s Friend. 


Wee Wifle. Carey. 


Widow Bedott Papers, 


Weem’s Life of Franklin. 


Willis’ Poetical Works. 
Hageard. 
Wooing of the Water Witch. Dod- 


Young Folk’s Book of Birds. 
Young Folk’s Natural History. 


Wooed and Married. Carey. 
Whiteher, 


A GRAND SUMMER OFFER! 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., P. 0. BOX 3259, N. Y. CITY. 


14 


» PLAIN TALK : 








Puzzledom. 











Address all communications pertaining to this De- 
artment to EDGAR D, MELVILLE, Puzzle Editor PLAIN 
TALK, 924 Upland Street, Chester, Pa. 





Answers to Last Month’s Puzzles. 
No. 1: 





A 
ABE 
VN ban OF aA gol fH 
EV i 
E 
No. 2: 
G-O Lb.) 
© .V ER 
Le Ver 
Deh ae 
No. 3: 
1. Roanoke. 
2. ‘Troy. 
3. Chester. 
4. Easton. 
+o 
New Puzzles. 
No. 1: BEHEADMENTS. 


Behead a weapon and leave a kind 
of fruit; behead it again and leave an 
organ of the body. 
New Chester, Pa., - Bob Lank. 


No. 2: DIAMOND. 


1. A letter. 

2. A part of the body. 
3. Wood. 

4. Tostay. 

5. A letter. 


Chester, Pa., ; ; : , Fisco. 


NO. So PIED ANIMALS. 
1. Aeelnpot. 
2. Aacjkl. 
3. Achimos. 
4, Ceity. 


5. Aeegilz. 
6. Cehimnnou. 
New Chester, Pa., Pe ok 


No. 4: 


Bob Lank. 
DROP LETTER PUZZLE. 


-X-O-M-N-C-T-O-. 
Isle LaMotte  . . Anna M. Fleuray. 


No. 5. The answer to the following 
puzzle everybody should patronize. 

I am composed of ine letters, 

My 7, 5 is an article. 

My 9, 4, 2, 8 is to deprive of life. 

Mv 1, 3, 6 is a nick-name. 

Without “my whole” you would not 


have this puzzle. 
Mrs. M. M. Sickler. 


San Diego, Cal., 
PRIZE WINNER. 


Otto Kiessling, 49 and 51 Park Place, 
N. Y. City, won the prize (25 cents) for 
first complete list of answers received. 
No incomplete lists were received, 

NOTICE, 

All persons solving puzzles should send 
them to the editor of this department be- 
fore the 15th of each month. Solved 
questions received after that date will not 
be considered as entries for the prizes. 

PRIZES. 

A Copy of Dickens’ ‘‘ Pickwick Papers” 
and a large bundle containing an assort- 
ment of periodicals. 

The above named prizes will be awarded 
on the following plan: If an even num- 
ber of correct answers are received they 









will be sent to the one sending the first ; 
if an odd number, to the one sending the 
middle correct answer, unless divisible 
by 5, in which case they will be given for 
the last correct answer. 

This arrangement gives all an equal 
chance without regard to distance. 

To all puzzlers sending in complete lists 
or contributions we will send a song. 

Complete lists of answers were received 
from the following named puzzlers: Otto 
Kiessling, Mrs. M. M. Sickler, Chas. N. 
Beard, ‘‘ Fancy,” Marcus P. Chace, Sarah 
B. Herbek, Edward Dana Sabine, C. C. 
Harris, Bob Lank, and M. B. Guernee. 








st Exchanges.+e 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no responsibilit 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depar 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed. To avoid any misunderstan in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contemplating exchang- 





-ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 


ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and on one side of the io ag only. 
Send as often as you please, but not more than one no- 
tice forasingleissue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted. Free to subscribers only. 








A $5 illustrated album, with 700 different stamps, 
and vols. of Golden Days, Argosy and Banner Weekly, 
etc., for bicycle, ball pedals, saddle, etc., or offers. 

61 H. KENYON, 333 Pleasant St., Pawtucket, R. I. 


A collection of more than 700 rare U. S. and foreign 
stamps and album, also a lot of good duplicates, to ex- 
change for a 32-calibre, center-fire rifle; rifle in good 
condition. D. M. ANDREWS, Farina, IIL, 61. 


U.S. and foreign postage and revenue stamps for 
others notin my collection. Send listor sheet and 1 
will do the same. Miss M, E. DAYIs, Warrington St., 
Boston, Mass., 51. 


Will exchange two fine arrowheads, found in this 
locality, for a silver dime dated before 1860. G. N. 
DUER, Millersburg, Ohio, 51. 


Wanted: Nos, 1, 2, 3, 4, vol. xiii, of ‘‘Outing” vol. 
vili, of “St. Nicholas,” and the copies of “Golden Days’, 
containing the Story of the Spoondrifters. Will give 
fine exchange for any of the above. OvTI8 I. FRISBY, 
A. P. A. No. 168, San Jose, Cal. 651 


A Bb cornet, good as new, to exchange for a Butcher 
Hub Cyclometer for bicycle. Must bein good condi- 
tion, Or will sell cornet cheap. ©. A. Favour, 65 
Washington St., Chicago, IIL, 63. 


A Wells, Fargo & Co.’s unused one cent newspaper 
stamp for every 100 newspaper stamps of any kind. 
Stamps must have paper off backs. A. DAVISON, Hel- 
metta, N, J 


If you want a dog for a pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
a Cooker oon They are handsome, intelligent and 


not expensive. For sale at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Framingham. Address, O. B. GILMAN, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 55 


A lovely complexion and beautiful hair within reach 
of all; nothing hurtful or poisonous; combination of 
fruits and tlowers; a remedy which heals and beautifies 
at once. Simple, cheap, and reliable. Agents wanted. 
Liberal terms, particulars, five cents. Address: H.., 
Box 36, Wells, York Co., Maine. 55 


Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricycle, all nickel- 
plated, for a gasoline launch. GEO. A. RITTINGER, 83 
cast 10th St., New York City. 55 


Wanted—Telescope, microscope, histories and other 
books not of fiction. Will exchange cloth-bound books 
for same, J. R. K., 447 Elk St., Albany, N. Y. 655 


125 mixed foreign stamps for every 100 square cut 
envelope stamps. 75 mixed foreign stamps for 650 3c. 
or 65 4and 5c. U.S. stamps. E. A. RIDENOUR, Wood- 
hull, Ill., 55 















Telescopes, &c., of the best quality. 
Send for list. O. L. FOGLE & 
5 CO., Columbus, Ohio. 
AND THE LOST 
THAN ALLEN of early Vermont His- 
tory. Complete pam- 
a BOX ai eet oROLLt 
Hae Ro 
ANY TUNE. Cylinders, 25¢:4N 
Music B. Organettes, Pho- 
to, Ouijs, STEAM ENGINES, 
Electric Mechanical Novelties 
HARBAOCH & O0., 809 Filbert St. Philada,, Pa 


FIELD AND MARINE GLASSES, 
CHLIDREN. A story 
phiet mailed for 2c. stamp. Press, box 8259, N. Y City. 
7 ARBACH'S 
Nit 
PLAYS ‘Wi 
LANTER Views 
MA PANG ‘ C a TE RNG & View 
§c. Oatalogues Free. 











ON e Cc E N T Buys a postal on which to 
send us your address and 
CE receive by return mail our 
oe “ How to get Correspondence for Fun, Self- 
mprovement and Matrimony.” Address, THE P. C. 


AGENCY, Al, Leslie, Mich. 
F R E E Cut this out and send it to us, together 
with 15 2c. stamps, and we will send you 
THE YOUNG PROPLES COMPANION one year and insert 
your name in in our AGENTS’ DIRECTORY, and we 
will send you FREE a beautiful cabinet-size picture of 
our new President and Vice-President. Companion 
Pub Co., Box 25, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Do Your Own Printing yg 


Card Press $3. Cireular Press $8 5 
Newspaper size $44. Type setting @ 
easy, printed rules. For business, © 
=home, old or young. Send 2 stamps 
for catalog Press, Type, Cards, to // 
factory Kelsey & Co. Meriden, Conn. A 


CHEAP READINC. 


In order to dispose of a at stock of literary papers 

magazines, amateur and philatelic papers, we will sen 
repaid a large bundle to any address for only 10 cents. 

Rend now and have something entertaining to read. 


Address: 



















E. D. MELVILLE, 
924 UPLAND S8T., 


MACIC TRICKS 


——AND— 
Jugglers’ Goods for Amusement and 
Stage Performing. 


Send 15 cents in stamps for large Illustrated 
Catalogue. Price List free. 


OTTO MAURER, 321 Bowery, New York. 


CHESTER, PA. 








imperial 
Any namein 
—————— 





1 bi 

farks 
anything. 
cClubof8,31.40 


~ Rubber StampCo.New Haven; Conn 
Est. 1876. Best references. Store & factory, 11 & 13 Center St. 


elf-Inking Stamp; ben & pencil 
== a 
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ON THE FQOAD 
Commercial - Jraveler. 


By AN OLD DRUMMER. 





Every one who sells goods ‘‘on the road,” or who 
ever expects to, should have this handy little book, of 
about 100 pages, that can be easily carried in the 
pocket. ; 

It is the condensed experience and observation of an 
old successful commercial traveler. He meets competi- 
tors, combats the chicaner, listens to the braggart, tries 
his ability as a collector of doubtfal outstanding ac- 
counts, inquires into the solvency of his customers, 
shows how an order can be taken despite adverse cir- 
cumstances, and other matter which all can be turned 
into gain in the hands of a clever man who wishes to 
sell goods. 

The book contains route lists of about 250 towns and 
cities, with the best hotels for travelers. . 

Every merchant should place this in the hands of his 
employees. 


SENT BY MAIL, POSTPAID, FOR 25 CTS., 


E. VAN SCHAACK, 
6122 Patchen Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


| 








NEWEST I 


OOo > 


NO CHEMICALS REQUIRED. 
ALWAYS READY. 

A CHILD CAN WORK IT. 
PERFECT WORK. 





“Slee 
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A PRACTICAL INVENTION. 


NOT A TOY. 


PRACTICALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE. 


A COMPLETE OUTFIT. 
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THE GELANOID PHOTO OUTFIT. 


15 Cents only. 


By Mail. 





Only 15 Cents. 


THE CLEANOID is one of the greatest and taking novelties of the day, and is a revolution in the art of Photog- 
raphy. It makes Photography so simple that the merest child can take pictures of the clearest, sharpest kind, as expeditiously 


and as well as the best 
another. 


é hotographer. It needs to be seen to be appreciated. Thousands already sold, and every outtit sells 
I am duplicating orders in every mail. : 


A BIG THING FOR AGENTS AND NOVELTY DEALERS! 


Parties desiring to handle this newest and fastest selling novelty can have quotations by stating how many they desire 


at a time. 


REMEMBER THE RETAIL PRICE IS 15 CENTS. 
E. YVAN SCHAACE, 





Address all orders 


WATERPROOF BOOT POLISH; water will not 
spoil the polish: recipe, 20 cents. W. C. Law- 
rence, Greenville, N. H. 


$5 to ‘‘Certain Catarrh Cure,” Athens, Ga., gets 6 
bots. prepaid. CURES catarrh, sore throat, etc. 
Book free. 53. 





W OMAN’S WORK, Athens, Ga., 50e. a year. Prac- 
tical, attractive, helpful. No cranky theories. 


Copy, 4c. 53. 

(INE DOZEN eside, will be sent FREE to 
every person who sends 25 

cents for a year’s subscription to THE MUTUAL 

FRIEND, an elegant monthly story paper. This offer 

is made to boom our circulation, and is only for a short 





Ivory collar buttons, a good 
eran, and a cute present 


time. If you want to take advantage of it, send at 
once. Address MUTUAL FRIEND PUB. CO., 


Abington, Pa. 
Thousands of Books, Papers, Samples, 
Catalogues, Cards, Pictures, etc., by 
mail, by sending us 10 CENTS (silver) 


i itt f name inserted in the ABEIS Register, 


which is sent whirling all over the United States, to 
manufacturers, publishers, card and picture compa- 
nies, etc., and they will send you their samples, Every- 
body well pleased with their small investment. Re- 
member, only 10 CENTS. Send at once. Address, 
EDWARD VAIL, Madison, Ind., Box 246, 
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612 Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





THE MARKETS OF THE WORLD| $$$$$ 


—ARE— 


OPENED TO 
“Plain Talk” Subscribers 


See Particulars of Our 


Purchasing Department 


JULY NUMBER, 


or Write for Free Circulars. 


No matter what you wish to buy, 
you can save money, and if you wish 
to purchase something not to be had 
from your home dealers, we can find 
it for you. 


Plain Talk,” 5 Beekman St., N. Y. 


WASHER 


We will guarantee the **LOVELL’’? WASHER to do better work 
and do it easier and in less time than any other machine in 
the world. Warranted five years, and if it don’t wash the 
clothes clean without rubbing, we will refund the money. 


CENTS WANTED 


.. that agents are making from $75 to $150 per month. Farmers 
# make $200 to $500 during the winter. Ladies have great success 
selling this Washer. 
desiring an agency $2. 
WRINGERS at manufacturers’ lowest prices. 
strictest investigation. 
further particulars. 


LOVELL WASHER CO., Erie, Pa. 


inevery county. We 
can show proof 


Retail price, only $5. Sample to those 
Also the Celebrated KEYSTONE 
We invite the 
Send your address on a postal card for 





For TEN CENTS we will insert 
your address in our Agents Directory 
which goes to Publishers, Manufacturers and Dealers 
all over the U. S. and you will receive hundreds of 
Papers, Magazines, Catalogues, Samples, ete., which 
will bring you dollars, LeapErR Co., New Haven, Conn. 


Grand Combinat'n Package 


THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS 
All the following Cards, Games and useful Articles, 
which will be sent in a neat box, postpaid, for 25 
cents. Guaranteed to please every purchaser. 
One Pack Courting Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack Conversation Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack New III’d Acquaintance Cards, (6 styles). 
One Pack Yum Yum Cards. 
One Pack Love Cards, (new). 
One Pack Nose Poking Cards, (new, assorted, 6 
styles.) 
One Pack Comic 
styles. 
One Pack Escort Cards. 
One Pack Invitation Cards. 
One Pack Overtakers. (Best thing out.) 
One Pack O B Cautious Cards. 
One Pack Popping Question Cards. 
The Standard Beau Catcher. 
One Sheet Parlor Magic. 
Fifty Best Conundrums. 
Twenty Choice Games for Parties. 
A New Love Letter. 
Describing a Husband, Ete. 
Kowmical Konversation. (Komic). 
The Game of Fortune. 
The Game of Fox and Geese. 
The Game of Nine Men Morris 
The Album Writer’s Friend. 
The Great Animal Puzzle. 
The Game of Forteits, (very laughable). 
One Hundred Choice Album Verses, (select). 
The Great Eureka Prize Puzzle. 
How to Tell a Lady’s Age, (make lots of fun.) 
One Fortune Telling Tablet. (Best.) 
One Calendar for 1889. 
One Collection of Songs. 
One Dream Book, and 
The Science of Palmistry, which alone is worth 
dollars to anyone. 
ALL the above in a neat box, with circulars of other 
goods, for only twenty-five cents, post-paid by mail. A 
big seller. Postal-note or silver preferred. Will give 
special inducements for Clubs, if requested, when sam- 
ple box is ordered, Address, 
Ss. M. BOWLES, 
Bennington, Vermont, 


Flirtation Cards (assorted, 6 
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First View of the Wheel. 


didn’t 
a hole 


thunder 
that there was 


Bicyclist—‘ Why in 
you warn me 
here ?”? 

Native—‘ Bless yer heart, friend, I 
thought you wuz tryin’ one’r them flyin’ 
machines.’—Judge. 

Se 
Didn’t Rob the Fraternity. 

* Your money or your life!” 
“Th? Oh, yes; certainly! 
you take me for the fraternity ?” 

* What’s that? Are you in the high- 
way line ?” 

“N-no! Not exactly, but I publish a 
paper with 500 circulation and make ad- 
vertisers pay for 25,000.” 

“That's enough! Pass on!?? 





But do 


CH 
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT. 
—————-_+~o—_—__—_ 
Seminary and College. 

(Professor eloquently holding forth to 
the Junior Rhetorical class. One of its 
members, on the back seat, likewise elo- 
quently holding forth to her neighbor.) 
Professor ‘I beg pardon, Miss A., I be- 
lieve I interrupted you.” Miss A.: ‘ Oh, 
no, not at all; I had finished.” 

This is how a little Freshman got the 
laugh on a pert senior. Pert Senior: 
“Can you tell me, sonny, how our col- 
lege happens to be so noted for knowl- 
edge?” Little Freshman: ‘‘ That’s easy. 
You see when the freshmen come here 
they bring a little with them, and as the 
seniors never carry any away, it natur- 
ally accumulates. 

+++ - -—— 
The Shamrock and the Thistle. 

In a little village in the north of Ire- 
land lived two old inhabitants, known 
as Darby and Pat. Darby was one day 
taking a walk when he met his friend 
Pat, and asked, ‘‘ What toime might it 
be now ?” Pat, having a short stick in 
his hand, gaye Darby a sharp crack over 
the head with it, and said, ‘‘It’s just 
struck wan.’ Darby, looking up a little 
surprised, hut always ready, said,‘‘ Troth, 
and it’s a lucky job I wasn’t here an 
hour sooner.” 

—Mistress—‘ Why, Norah, how dusty 
the chairs ‘are!” Maid—‘ Yes, mum, 
there’s nobody sat on them to-day, 
mum,” 

—‘ Keep away from that,” said a res- 
taurant-keeper to an Irishman who was 
standing in front of a newly-arrived 
box of turtles, holding his finger in evi- 
dent pain. ‘‘ What are you doing there, 
anyhow ?”? ‘J wor investigating.” 
‘Investigating what?” ‘‘I wor try- 
ing to see which was the head and which 
was the tail of the baste over there in 
the corner of the box.” ‘‘What do you 
want to know that for?? ‘Pve a curi- 
osity to know whether I’ve been bit 
or stung.” 
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WORKS FOR THE MILLION. 


Through a fortunate contract with a large publishing house, we are able to deliver 
to any address in the United States or Canada, charges prepaid, 


A COMPLETE SET OF CHARLES DICKENS’ WORKS, 


IN FIFTEEN HANDSOME VOLUMES, 
at just about the former price for a single cloth-bound volume. 
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uly $2.00, including a Years’ Subscription to “Plain Talk,” 


THIS IS THE COMPLETE LIST: 


Bleak House, 

Little Dorrit, 

Pickwick Papers, 

David Copperfield, 
Barnaby Rudge, 

Old Curiosity Shop, 
Creat Expectations, 
Sketches by Boz, 
Uncommercial Traveller, 
Mystery of Edwin Drood. 
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Oliver Twist, 
American Notes, 
Dombey & Son, 


Martin Chuzzlewit, 
Our Mutual Friend, 
Christmas Stories, 
Tale of Two Cities, 
Hard Times, 
Nicholas Nickleby, 
Reprinted Pieces, 





Over 5,200 pages. All the works complete and unabridged. 
ness. Each volume 5x 7! inches. 
ered to you free of all expense. 


A marvel of cheap- 
Clear print, good paper, neat binding. Deliy- 
Was there ever another offer like this? Surely not! 


BUT OUR SECOND OFFER! 


* ——- TH E+ PEERLESS * 


WAVERLY NOWELS. 


Complete, 25 in all, made up into 12 Handsome Volumes, 


Free by Mail to any address for only $2.00, including a Years’ Subscription to “ PLAIN TALK.” 


THIS IS THE COMPLETE LIST: 


Heart of Mid-Lothian, 
The Monastery, 

The Abbot, 

The Pirate, 

Fortunes of Nigel, 
Peveril of the Peak, 
Quentin Durward, 
St. Ronan’s Well, 
Red Gauntlet, 


Next to Dickens’ Works those of Scott rank in popularity and importance. 
plete without them, and no chance like the present to get them. 

Remember, neither of these sets will be sold separately—a subscription to PLAIN TACK must in 
cach case be included, BUT both sets and PLAIN TALK one year may be ordered for $3.50. 

Tell all your frionds of these liberal offers and get up bhuna. Energetic agents wanted, and ex- 
tremely liberal terms liberal terms will be offered. 


PLAIN TALK, 5 Beekman Street, New York. 





The Betrothed, 

The Talisman, 
Woodstock, 

Fair Maid of Perth, 
Anne of Gelerstein, 
Count Robert of Paris, 
Surgeon’s Daughter. 


Ivanhoe, 

Kenilworth, 

Guy Mannering, 
Antiquary, 

Rob Roy, 

Old Mortality, 

Bride of Lammermoor, 

Black Dwarf, 


Waverley, | 


No library is com- 
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